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Faith & Friends 

Are you sharing your 
faith?When you finish 
reading Faith & Friends in 
the centre of this issue, 
pull it out and give it to 
someone who needs to 
hear about Christ's life- 
changing power. You'll 
both be glad you did. 
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He is Risen! 

Why do you look for the living among 
the dead? He is not here; he has 
risen!" According to Luke 24:5-6, these 
were the words that were given to the 
women who arrived at Jesus' tomb early 
on that first Easter morning. What they 
saw undoubtedly left them feeling per- 
plexed and dumbfounded. Even as they 
hurried to tell the other disciples this 
astonishing news, they must have been 
somewhat skeptical, though curious. 

As the Scriptures tell us, these women 
had an encounter with angels who told 
them the whole story. And if that was 
not enough, in Matthew 28:8-10 we read 
that when they were running from the 
tomb they were met by Jesus himself. 
Any doubts or questions they may have 
had were laid to rest and they became 
believers. 

Somehow being there in person 
seems to have given these women an 
advantage. Their knowledge of Jesus' res- 
urrection was first-hand. Archbishop of 
Canterbury Rowan Williams has said, 
"Easter should be the moment to recover 
each year that sense of being contempo- 
rary with God's action in Jesus." In that 
sense, Christ's resurrection becomes our 
resurrection today. 

There is more to Easter than in the 
words of the poet Tim Chown: 
On the third day 
we sing hymns and go to church 
If we can find a parking spot. 

Rather should we say: 
And on the third day 
this God of ours 
recovers from death 
In a way that changes everything 

The resurrection is more than a reli- 
gious act of worship and annual ritual. 
Somehow it must influence how we live 
and how we respond to poverty and 
injustice. The resurrection life of Jesus, 
now in us, must make a difference to 
our neighbour — our fellow citizen in 
the world. 

This month's feature articles explore 
various aspects of Christ's death on the 
cross and subsequent rising again. May 
they add meaning and opportunity for 
you to experience and share his resur- 
rected life. 

Ray Moulton 

Lt-Colonel, Editor-in-Chief 
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"Who Do You Say That 

It's a vital question that each of us must answer. If Jesus is 
alive, then his story is not over 



Who is Jesus? Is Jesus a great 
teacher, a prophet, a wonder- 
worker, a political revolu- 
tionary, a wise man, a martyr, 
a saviour, a god or some combination of 
these things? 

The question itself is not a new one. 
Even during Jesus' earthly life the question 
of his identity was tossed about. In Mark 
8:27-30, Jesus himself asked the disciples, 
"Who do people say that I am?" (NRSV). 
The answers they reported represent a var- 
iety of laudable responses: John the Baptist, 
Elijah or one of the other prophets. 

But the crucial question Jesus asked 
his disciples was, "Who do you say that I 
am?" This remains a vital question that we 
each must answer in some way, not just 
because we need to have good information, 
but also because a great deal hangs in the 
balance on the answer we give. 



constrained by the limitations of time and 
space. According to Johnson, the effort to 
argue that Jesus was just another human 
being is flawed because it does not take 
into account who Jesus is as he continues 
to be experienced by those who know him 
to be alive and present with them. 

The claim that Jesus lives has always 
stood at the centre of the Christian faith 
and is critical for the answer we give to 
the question of Jesus' identity. The New 
Testament authors wrote with the under- 
lying conviction that Jesus of Nazareth — 
whom so many had encountered during 
his earthly, physical life — was not dead, 
even though he had been put to death 
and had died. In some remarkable way, 
Jesus was still with them, not as a ghost or 
a fading memory, but as a living person. 
Their affirmation, "Jesus is Lord" was a 
confession that the same Jesus who had 



Dead or Alive? 

Luke Timothy Johnson, a widely- 
respected New Testament scholar, 
argues that how we answer the 
question "Who is Jesus?" depends 
in large measure upon the answer 
we give to another basic question, 
"Is Jesus dead or alive?" In his book Living 
Jesus: Learning the Heart of the Gospel, 
Johnson argues that if Jesus is dead, then 
it is appropriate to examine his life and 
significance as we would that of any other 
person from the past. If Jesus is dead, then 
his story has ended and his continuing 
influence is just a pale shadow of his 
earthly life as a human being. If Jesus is 
dead, then he shared the fate of all other 
humans and is little more than a deceased 
religious teacher. 

On the other hand, if Jesus is alive, 
then his story continues to unfold. If he 
is alive, Jesus still acts and speaks; he still 
works miracles and is among us. If Jesus 
is alive and experienced as such by those 
who follow him, then we are in a whole 
different ball game; his story is not over 
and his continuing presence affirms for 
us that Jesus is more than a human being 



Jesus was still with them, not as 

a ghost or a fading memory, but 

as a living person 

walked among them was, there and then, 
still speaking to them and present with 
them — even after his death. The same 
Jesus who had instructed them was still 
teaching them through the Holy Spirit. The 
same Jesus who had healed the sick and 
transformed lives with his presence was 
still the great physician and still changing 
lives — even after his crucifixion. 

More Than Flesh and Blood 

Out of this intense experience of the living 
Jesus — not a dead Jesus — Christians began 
to develop new ways of speaking about 
him. The first Christians knew that Jesus 
had been a human being who had walked 
among them, eaten with them, talked with 
them and journeyed with them. They 
had seen his humanity up close, so there 
was no doubt that Jesus was a human 
being. For these earliest followers, it was 



trickier to find ways of expressing another 
dimension of their experience, for they 
had concluded that in the living Jesus they 
had seen not just another human being, 
but someone who was more. So the early 
Church developed language to describe 
this Jesus of Nazareth, who at one and the 
same time had been flesh and blood like 
them, yet who was also so much more than 
flesh and blood; Jesus who was like them 
in so many ways and yet in other profound 
ways so different from them; Jesus who 
was human and yet divine — Son of Man 
and Son of God. 

This desire to capture the complex real- 
ity of Jesus' identity is reflected throughout 
the New Testament. One of the most influ- 
ential passages in the Church's reflection 
on the mystery of Jesus' identity is John 
1:1-18. In these few verses John sets out 
a sketch of what Christians believe about 
Jesus. First, Jesus is identified with 
the Word (or, in Greek, logos) of 
God (v 1). This Word of God is one 
with God. That is, the early verses 
of John's Gospel assert that the 
Word is fully divine and was with 
God from the beginning. As the 
passage progresses, it claims that 
this divine Word came into the world as 
flesh and blood, that is, as a human being 
(v 14). Incarnated (made flesh and blood) 
in Jesus Christ, the Word revealed God in 
a unique way (v 18). Further, this Word of 
God, come in the flesh, brought salvation 
into the world (v 12-13). Throughout his 
Gospel, John strikes a delicate balance 
between affirming that Jesus is the divine 
Word of God on the one hand and a flesh- 
and-blood human being on the other. 

A Delicate Balance 

In the history of the Church, the delicate 
balance between the divinity and human- 
ity of Jesus has often been tilted to one 
side or the other. One tendency that has 
persisted is to sacrifice his human nature 
in order to preserve his divine essence. In 
the second century, an influential group of 
Christians known as Gnostics (i.e. wise or 
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I Am? ": 



by Dr. Donald E. Burke 

President, William and Catherine Booth College 



knowledgeable ones) claimed that if Jesus 
was in fact divine, he could not have been 
a true human being. They thought that 
there was a fundamental incompatibility 
between the divine and the human; that 
being flesh and blood would comprom- 
ise Jesus' divinity. If Jesus was the divine 
Word of God, then his humanity must be 
incomplete, his body a phantom, and his 
earthly life a charade. In order to protect 
the divinity of Jesus, the Gnostics sacrificed 
his humanity. 

The Gnostic understanding of Jesus 
was rejected by the Church because 
early on it was recognized that if we are 
to have a Saviour, that Saviour must 
be fully human — that is, 
truly and properly human. 
For Christians, salvation is 
not just extrication from our 
human frailties or removal to 
the next world; it is also "the 
redemption of our bodies" 
(see Romans 8:23), salvation 
of the whole human being. For 
such a whole salvation, the Saviour must 
share our humanity in all its essential char- 
acteristics. An old axiom of the Church 
clarifies this: Jesus saves only those parts 
of our humanity that he shared with us. 
Therefore, to be truly and properly our 
Saviour, Jesus must be "truly and properly 
human." Anything less jeopardizes our 
salvation. 

"Proof" or Faith? 

In contrast to the tendency of the Gnostics, 
there have been those who would down- 
play or deny the divinity of Jesus and focus 
on his humanity. This is a very ancient 
as well as a modern inclination. In our 
time, every year as Christmas and Easter 
draw near, the press publishes articles 
and broadcasts television programs that 
purport to answer the question of Jesus' 
identity. In recent years, claims have been 
made that there is "proof that while Jesus 
may have been a uniquely virtuous and 
holy human being, he was nothing more 
than that. When this is done, we are left 




with Jesus as a great teacher or a moral 
example. We may be able to learn from the 
way he lived his life, we may even seek to 
follow in his way, but ultimately he was 
only one of us. His example is powerful, 
but fundamentally no different from that 
of other virtuous human beings. 

However, something essential is lost if 
we set aside the divinity of Jesus and see 
him only as a human being. Early on, the 
Church recognized that our human condi- 
tion is such that we cannot lift ourselves 
to salvation — we cannot save ourselves. 
We are so trapped within the constraints 
of our humanity, sinfulness and 
pride, that we cannot find our 
own way home to God. Our 
salvation requires an act from 
beyond ourselves. God must 
act to deliver us from our slav- 
ery to sin. Christians affirm 
that "God was reconciling the 
world to himself in Christ" 
(2 Corinthians 5:19). Thus, if 
Jesus is not fully divine, he cannot save 
us. Therefore, the Church affirmed that 
for there to be a true and proper salvation, 
Jesus must be "truly and properly God." 

Divine Mystery 

In essence, nothing less than the salva- 
tion of the world hangs in the balance 
when we answer the question, "Who is 
Jesus?" For without a Saviour who is "truly 
and properly God and truly and properly 
man"* we are still lost in our sin. Only a 
Saviour who is one with us and yet also 
one with God is able to provide us with 
true salvation. 

Can we understand fully how Jesus can 
be both human and divine? No! That is 
why we refer to the mystery of the incarna- 
tion. Answering Jesus' question "Who do 
you say that I am?" requires more than an 
act of understanding. It also requires an act 
of faith that calls us to entrust ourselves 
to God and to the salvation that God has 
provided through Jesus Christ. 

*see Article 4, Salvation Army Doctrines 
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From Shadows to Silence 



Tenebrae services 



Good Friday with awe and reverence 



by Andrea Brown, Student, Wil 



' ave you ever come up with a 
creative idea, only to discover 
afterwards that someone else 
had already thought of it? 
That happened to me this Easter. As a 
student at Booth College, I participated in 
Holy Week chapel planning to complete 
my practicum requirements. 

While thinking about a Good Friday 
service, I came up with what I thought 
was an original idea. If during Christmas 
we light candles in expectation of Christ's 
coming, then maybe on Good Friday we 
could extinguish candles in a solemn 
service of remembrance. This would be a 
symbolic and dramatic way of communi- 
cating the significance of Jesus' death. 

After rushing to my professor's office 
to share my findings with her, I was 
greeted with a smile and the news that 
this idea already existed. In fact, it had 
been practised for centuries. So began 
my experience with Tenebrae. 

The Latin word tenebrae means 
darkness or shadows. The term refers 
specifically to a service of worship that 
is becoming increasingly popular dur- 
ing Holy Week. It is celebrated on the 
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday before 



holding between seven a 
The Tenebrae service 



iday before 
andlesticks 
15 candles, 
i prolonged 



meditation on the suffering of Christ. 
Various readings trace the story of Christ's 
passion, the music expresses his afflic- 
tion, and the darkness and accompanying 
silence suggest the drama of this momen- 
tous day. The progressive snuffing out 
of the candles represents the gradual 



Recalling Christ's Death 

^ t the start of the Tenebrae service, all the candles are lit. 
m *The minister, readers and singers process into the sanctu- 
ary in silence. The first reading is read, or in some cases sung, 
then the first candle is snuffed out. The service progresses in 
similar fashion until all the candles except the middle one have 
been extinguished. During the benediction the one remaining 
candle may be taken and hidden in the sanctuary to represent 
the death and burial of Jesus, although in some cases it is just 
snuffed out like the others. While during the service the con- 
gregation has been surrounded by shadows, at this point there 
will be complete darkness and perhaps a moment of silence. 
After a final reading or prayer has been spoken, a riqise~may 
come out of the darkness represent] rig ^e^gfriingS#SNS 
grave. The remaining candle, representing. the resurrection, 
may be returned to the candlestick to provide light as people 
quietly leave the sanctuary. 



Tenebrae allows us to share 

Christ's agonizing journey 

from the upper room to the 

garden tomb 



As the room becomes increasingly dim, 
worshippers are reminded of the dark- 
ness that covered the earth for the three 
hours before Jesus' death (see Matthew 
27:45). 

The service may take many forms. 
For example, some liturgies focus on the 
readings of Psalms while others focus 
on the life of Jesus as portrayed in the 
Gospels. The extinguishing of each can- 
dle can be done differently. One might be 
snuffed out following a Scripture read- 
ing, another after a responsive reading, 

and still another after a 

solo that recalls some- 
th thing of Jesus' life and 



will focus on Christ's 
last days. Others will 
begin with his com- 



ing into the world as described in John 
1:10-14 and move through his baptism 
and teachings, ending with his final 
moments on the cross as told in Mark 
15:33-37. 

As part of our Easter worship, the 
Tenebrae service can play a meaning- 
ful role in our spiritual pilgrimage as it 
communicates the significance of Christ's 
death in a dramatic way. Often called 
"a service of shadows and silence," this 
coming together of people is reminis- 
cent of the crowds who came together at 
Calvary. It's also an opportunity to share 
in Christ's agonizing journey from the 
upper room to the garden tomb. 

May Jesus Christ, who for our sakes 
became obedient unto death, even death 
on a cross, keep you and strengthen you 
on your sacred journey. © 
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It is not the crucifixion itself 
but the Crucified One who 
resonates with our people 



by Dion Oxford, Executive Director, The Gateway, Toronto 



t was a Wednesday night 
at The Gateway shelter, the 
first chapel service for Dan, 
our new chaplain. A man 
I'll refer to as "Jack" came to 
that service. We didn't know 
anything about him. He was 
built like a bone crusher and 
dressed in typical gang street 
clothes. 

When the meeting was 
over, Jack gravitated to Dan 
and recounted his story. Jack's 
livelihood was based on deal- 
ing drugs and recruiting strip- 
pers at one of Toronto's most 
notorious strip joints. He regu- 
larly flew to Brazil to recruit 
girls and bring them to Canada 
with the promise of health, 
prosperity and happiness. It 
would be as easy as walking 
around in a nightclub and tak- 
ing off their clothes in front of 
"cultured" men, he told them. 
Jack owned his own condo and 
was rich. 

Then one day, as he was 
walking through downtown, 
he took a shortcut through a 
church and heard someone 
praying. It reminded him of 
his praying grandmother and 
he became aware of God reach- 
ing out to him, inviting him 
to participate in his love. He 
instantly accepted that invita- 
tion and left his old lifestyle 
behind. 

Eventually, Jack became 
homeless. He had no idea 
how to make a legitimate living 
and so lost his condo and any 
source of income and ended 
up at our shelter. He was truly 
converted and knew that he 
had a friend in Jesus who was 
far more precious than any 
money or elaborate lifestyle. 
He had been dead and now 
he was alive. 

At Easter, when we hear 



again the story of how Jesus 
was crucified and raised from 
the dead, I can't help but reflect 
on the people from the streets 
who have been brought back to 
life. We see many people here 
who are surviving but not really 
living. At times, we see some of 
them, like Jack, raised from the 
dead when they experience the 
healing and transforming love 



of Jesus and embrace it. And 
I wonder: What does Easter 
mean to them? 

In our churches, we hear 
sermons with complex theo- 
logical perspectives on the 
crucifixion and resurrection. 
But our street community isn't 
looking for sophisticated theol- 
ogy Precise understandings 
of "crucifixion" and "resurrec- 




tion" make for good debate 
and discussion in the hallways 
of seminaries, but they provide 
cold comfort on the street. 

What I mean is, these terms 
seem like theological topics 
to be placed in categories in 
much the same way that a 
pantry has different cupboards 
for food. To our friends on the 
street, the pantry is of some 
vague interest, but cooking, 
and more importantly eating, 
is what's of vital importance. 

In the same way, "crucifix- 
ion" and "resurrection" hold 
the same vague interest to 
them as the pantry. But it is 
Jesus, the Friend who is alive 
and will stop, talk and walk 
with them along their journey, 
who is most precious to them. 
It is not the crucifixion itself 
but the Crucified One who 
resonates with our people. It 
is not the resurrection itself 
but the Risen One who never 
ignores a cry for help — he is 
the one so crucial to them and 
on whom they depend. 

As Christians at Easter, our 
question is this: What is the 
significance of Easter outside 
of the hallowed hallways of 
our seminaries and churches? 
Do we dwell on the crucifixion 
as a spectacle that Christians 
should get teary about once 
a year? Or do we dwell on 
Christ's death and resurrec- 
tion and the power manifested 
in those historical events to 
revive and rejuvenate people 
who are dead? 

Jack is no longer homeless. 
He has been reunited with his 
mother and is now living with 
her. He's still living in total 
dependence on his friend, 
Jesus, who hasn't yet nor will 
ever let him down. That, to 
me, is the glory of Easter. 
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Around the Territory 



Army Presents Good 
Samaritan Award 

Without peace, there is no possibility of either 
justice or safety." So proclaimed Graham Stewart, 
recipient of The Salvation Army's 2007 Good 
Samaritan Award, following a presentation made at the 
Canadian Criminal Justice Association's annual congress in 
Toronto. The award is presented each year to an individual 
who makes an outstanding contribution to human need 
within the criminal justice system. In making the presen- 
tation, Mary Ellen Eberlin, social services secretary, THQ, 
commented on Graham's long history with the John Howard 
Society, his noteworthy input on government committees and 
his reputation as the go-to person for creative thinking and 
innovative ideas within the field of correctional and justice 
services. In accepting the award, Graham commended the 
Army for its long track record of unconditional service to 
humanity, acknowledging that many of its own members 
would be worthy recipients. 




Award recipient Graham Stewart with Mary Ellen Eberlin, 
social services secretary, THQ, and Lt-Col Donald 
Copple, former DC, Ont. CE Div 




Min Jackson and Gail Sharp enjoy new kitchen facilities 



What began as the 
Loonie Lunch in 
1997 and became the 
Toonie Lunch in 2001, has been 
providing home-cooked meals 
once a week for an average of 
36 people. Local Salvationists in 
Maple Creek — a town of 2,300 
in southwestern Saskatchewan — 
were looking for a way to pro- 
vide a unique ministry to area 
residents, and the Loonie Lunch 
was born. The Salvation Army 
has been part of the community 
there for more than 85 years. 

Min Jackson, now retired 
as community and family ser- 
vices director, still organizes 
the program. She recruits the 
six to eight volunteers required 
each week and plans the menu, 



usually around food donations 
received from local farms and 
grocery stores. 

Most of the clientele for the 
program are single seniors who 
benefit from the nutritious meal 
as well as the fellowship enjoyed 
with each other and the volun- 
teers. At Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and other festive occasions, the 
crowds reach 80-100, all enjoy- 
ing the good company and excel- 
lent cooking. 

After 10 years of service, 
the decision was finally made 
to upgrade the kitchen facility 
With the help of local contract- 
ors and many volunteers, the 
new kitchen was open for busi- 
ness in time for the annual tea 
and sale. 



Youth Accept MICAH Challenge 



Under the leadership of Major Floyd 
Tidd, corps ministries secretary, 
THQ, almost 50 young people in 
the Ontario Great Lakes Division spent a 
weekend allowing Micah 6:8 to challenge 
them: "What does the LORD require ojyou? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God. " 

Over the course of their time together, 
the group tackled social-justice issues like 
human trafficking, AIDS, fair trade and 
poverty. They were moved by reports of 
the oppression, exploitation and hardship 
suffered by so many around the world. 
Confronted by God's Word through Micah, 
many committed to change their lifestyle, 
particularly as it relates to consumerism. 
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Weekend participants are taking the 
message of Micah back to their churches 
and communities to encourage them to 
buy fair-trade products and boycott brands 
and companies that are known to exploit 
workers. They are going to write to pol- 
iticians and corporations, pointing out 
unfair practices and demanding change. 
As young people, they believe that a better 
world is possible. They are going to follow 
the example given to them and do what 
they can to work toward it. 

If you are interested in hosting a Micah 
Challenge weekend, visit SendTheFire.ca 
for ideas and resources. 

Young people participate in weekend events 




Around the Territory ^ 




The Honourable David C. Onley and 
Mrs. Onley are joined at Queen's Park 
by Lt-Colonel HughTilley, Ontario 
government liaison officer and 
Lt-Colonel Don Copple, former DC, 
Ont. CE Div 



Heritage Brass Rings 
Out at _ n r i ^k 
Queen's 
Park 



Heritage Brass 
(formerly 
the Ontario 
Central Reservist 
Band) presented an 
hour-long program 
of Christmas music at 
the provincial legisla- 
ture in Queen's Park, 
Toronto. They were 
honoured to have as 
their special guest 
the new lieutenant- 
governor of Ontario, 
the Honourable 

David C. Onley, accompanied by his wife, Ruth Ann Onley. 
Evangelical Christians, the Onleys have worked over the 
years to integrate their faith in Christ with service to the 
community. A respected author and former broadcaster with 
CITY-TV in Toronto, David Onley lives with a polio-induced 
disability and has become well known as a champion for 
the disabled. 



Did you know... 

...Salvationists in the new Prairie and Northern 
Territories Division have been having "Tea with the 
DC"?This effort, under the leadership of Mjrs Eric 
and Donna Bond, DC and DDWM, is helping officers 
and others connected with the Army become familiar 
with the new structure that has united the former 
Saskatchewan and Alberta Divisions 
...following a huge oil spill in South Korea in 
December, The Salvation Army was the first non- 
governmental organization to assist with the clean-up 
operation? An emergency relief team set up its mobile 
canteen to provide meals and hot drinks to the many 
workers on the scene 

. . .a New Zealand writer, Tom Aitken, has written a 
book called Blood and Fire, Tsar and Commissar: The 
Salvation Army in Russia 1907-1923? His book recalls 
many of the experiences of the early Army and how 
preparations were made for it to return to the country 
in 1990 

...Easter lilies, originally grown in Japan, were brought 
to Bermuda in the mid-1800s? Bermuda supplied a 
large portion of lilies to North America until they were 
almost wiped out by disease in the 1930s 
...Canada's 15-year-olds are among the top students 
in reading, science and mathematics? According to 
Statistics Canada, only Hong Kong, China and Finland 
outperform Canadian students in these subjects 



Salvation Army Day with 
the Toronto Marlies 

Approximately 3,600 hundred bells rang out at Toronto's 
Ricoh Coliseum last December as the Toronto Marlies hockey 
team supported the annual Christmas kettle campaign in 
the Ontario Central-East Division. A brass ensemble played carols 
in Marlies Alley before the game and at the concession stands during 
intermissions, while kettles were set up at various locations around 
the venue to receive donations. In addition, the divisional youth band 
was on hand to play the national anthems. 

Pamela Abrahams, development co-ordinator, Ontario Central- 
East Division, was pleased with the results of the day. "We had a great 
time at our first event with the Toronto Marlies," she says. "We expect 
this event to grow each year as we build on the foundation that was 
laid." By the end of the day, just over $2,300 had been raised for the 
Christmas kettle campaign. 



Ontario 
Central-East 
Divisional 
Youth Band, 
led by Cpt 
Mark Hall, 
DYS, plays 
the national 
anthem 



Marching Along in Brantford 




M 



ore than 400 Salvationists and friends gathered to celebrate 
the opening of the new Wyndfield Community Church in 
Brantford, Ont. The corps has been part of the community 
for 123 years. With this relocation, it has changed its name, but not its 
mission. A comment in the guest book on opening Sunday — "What a 
blessing to have a Christian influence in our community" — emphasized 
the point. 

Opening festivities began on Saturday with the official ribbon 
cutting by Major Alf Richardson, DC, Ontario Great Lakes Division, 
and Lt-Colonel Merv Leach, relocation chair. During the afternoon, 
a barbecue and carnival provided an opportunity for the community 
to tour the new building. 

On Sunday morning, Majors Alf and Ethel Richardson, divisional 
leaders, conducted the worship service, dedicating the facility, and 
the newest baby boy, Parker Fallis, to the Lord. Under the leadership 
of Captains Garry and Dora Keeping, Wyndfield Community Church 

is striving to be a 
strong, solid pres- 
ence in its new 
community. 

Cpts Garry and 
Dora Keeping, 
COs, with and 
Mjrs Alf and 
Ethel Richardson, 
divisional leaders, 
Ont. GL Div 
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ho among us does not 
need healing? Which 
of us is perfectly 
whole? Where is the 
one with no need of a Saviour? The first 
step toward healing is to recognize our 
need. Yet how often our pride gets in 
the way and we struggle on wounded, 
our vitality quietly seeping away and 
our effectiveness for the Kingdom com- 
promised. 

The Salvation Army consists of sol- 
diers of Christ working tirelessly for 
God's Kingdom of purity, love and light. 
The work takes its toll. The fighting 
can be hard. Inevitably there will be 
wounds along the way. Many of you 
reading this are aware of it. You serve 
well, but can grow weary. You work 
hard, but can grow tired. You give of 
yourself sacrificially for others, but the 
results can seem small. 

God sees it all. More than that, our 
Saviour has experienced it for himself. 
In the person of Jesus Christ we find 
a Saviour who is the Wounded Healer. 
Those resounding, passionate, moving 
verses found in the book of the prophet 
Isaiah, Chapter 53, speak to us still 
today: "He had no beauty or majesty ... 
He was despised and rejected by men, 
a man of sorrows, and familiar with 
suffering ... and we esteemed him not. 
Surely he took up our infirmities and 
carried our sorrows ... He was pierced 
for our transgressions, he was crushed 
for our iniquities ... and by his wounds 
we are healed" (v 2-5). 

There is no one who does not need 
the Saviour. All have sinned and fallen 
short of the glory God intends for each 
human being (see Romans 3:23). Isaiah 
53 says, "We all, like sheep, have gone 
astray, each of us has turned to his own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all" (v 6). This is Jesus, 
our onlv Saviour. This is the Son of 



God, born of Mary, raised in Nazareth, 
the young man who was perfectly filled 
with the Spirit of God, born to be our 
Wounded Healer. 

Do you know him? Have you 
searched him out? Have you recognized 
your need of a Saviour and turned to 
Jesus? Countless millions have done 
so, included among them the world's 
Salvationists. By his wounds we are 
healed. Without him we would be noth- 
ing. Only Jesus makes us whole, and we 
return to him again and again seeking 
fresh healing from the hurts and trials 
of the battle against sin and evil. 

How gentle is this Wounded Healer, 
how understanding of our pain. How 
gracious he is, how patient with our 
pride, how tolerant of our foolish- 
nesses. He has walked our way before 
us and understands. Therefore we can 
approach him with confidence, for he 
knows and sees it all. He is not shocked 
by our sin, not repelled by our lack 
of love, not anxious to make us feel 
small. Instead he longs for each of us 
to reach that full height of all we can 
become in the strength of his power 
and love as they flood our beings. He 
has a plan for each of us and it begins 
at Calvary's cross. 

See the Wounded Healer there 
impaled. The nails through his hands 
and his feet hold him, but not as firmly 
as his love for you, not as determinedly 
as his longing for your healing from sin. 
How ardently he desires your salvation, 
how invincibly he loves you. Do you see 
it? Can you realize it? Your Wounded 
Healer did it all for you and for me. At 
Calvary's cross we find forgiveness for 
our sins, balm for life's hurts, healing for 
our wounds, through the only Saviour. 
There is no other. 



Only Jesus makes us 

whole, and we return to 

him again and 

again seeking fresh 
healingfrom the hurts 
and trials of the battle 

against sin and evil 
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General Shaw 
Clifton is the 
world leader of 
The Salvation 
Army 
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Jesus' Last Words 



As he hung dying on the cross, Christ had a final message 

for his followers 



by Captain Amy Reardon, Christian Education Director, Northwest Division, U.S.A. Western Territory 



We place great significance 
on someone's "dying 
words." We know that 
people who are about 
to expire choose very carefully if they 
are able, what the final message to their 
loved ones will be. So I would suppose that 
the few followers of Jesus who were left 
strained to hear each last word he uttered 
from the cross. He had spent three years 
dispensing wisdom and truth to them. 
What important things would he say as 
his life ended? 

At this holiest time of year, as we medi- 
tate on Christ's passion, let us, like John, 
Mary Mary Magdalene and the others 
lean in toward the cross and hear what 
Christ will say. There are seven different 
statements he made that are recorded in 
the Gospels. Three are considered here. 
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The first is so intimate, we wonder if we 
should have heard it at all. It is a cry from 
the agonized Jesus to his beloved Father 
about their relationship. The second is 
also addressed to the Father, but is an 
intercessory prayer. The third is spoken 
to a specific man, the criminal crucified 
beside Jesus. Do these utterances mean 
anything to you and me? Surely the dying 
words of the greatest Teacher of all time 
continue to teach today. 

"About three in the afternoon Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice, c Izii, Eli, iema 



bachthani?' (which 



sabac 



means 



"My 



God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?")— Matthew 27:46 



There is a great theological mystery 
wrapped up in Jesus' agonizing cry. The 



Salvation Army's fourth doctrine affirms 
that Jesus is both man and God ontologic- 
ally (in his very being). The mystery lies 
in how God the Father and God the Holy 
Spirit can turn away from God the Son if 
they are one Being. The Expositors Bible 
Commentary explains, "If we ask in what 
ontological sense the Father and the Son 
are here divided, the answer must be that 
we do not know because we are not told." 
All we know is that the other members of 
the Trinity abandoned Jesus as he died. 
And his desperate wail indicates that that 
separation caused greater pain than the 
whip, the nails or the thorny crown. 

Why did God turn his back on his only 
Son? Here is a principle that should never 
be forgotten: sin separates man from God. 
And in that moment, Jesus bore our sin. 
Isaiah prophesied: "But he was pierced for 



our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought 
us peace was on him, and by his wounds 
we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5). 

He stood in as our proxy. And seeing 
that God would turn his back on even 
Jesus, we must understand that there 
exists a sin-gulf between God and those 
who refuse to have the sacrifice of Christ 
applied to themselves. In other words, if 
sin could separate God and Jesus, what 
makes us think that sin doesn't separate 
God and people? 

I am always a little surprised when 
people who live their lives in rebel- 
lion to God assume they can call 
on him when they want a favour, 
or when some wrong in their lives 
needs to be made right. When he 
doesn't deliver, they express shock, 
disappointment, anger or even 
newfound atheism. I'm reminded 
of an old hit from the 1970s, Alone 
Again (Naturally), in which Gilbert 
O'Sullivan soulfully crooned: 

Reality came around . . . 
Leaving me to doubt 
All about God and his mercy; 
For if he really does exist, 
Why did he desert me 
In my hour of need? 
I truly am indeed 
Alone again, naturally 

Where is it written that God will 
be at the service of those who have 
never entered into a relationship 
with him? The sentiment that "we 
are all God's children" circulates 
freely in our society. People like 
to believe that we all have equal 
access to God, and he is somehow 
beholden to respond whenever we 
decide we want him. The biblical 
truth is, we are all God's creation, 
but 1 John 2 and 3 are very clear 
(and rather harsh) in indicating that 
anyone who lives in sin is "of the devil" 
(see 1 John 3:8) and that those who are 
truly God's children prove themselves as 
such through their obedience to the laws 
of God. 

There is no sin-gulf between God and 
those who choose to have the blood of 
Christ applied to themselves. We now 
stand "justified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus" 
(Romans 3:24). His ear is forever bent 
toward the praises and pleas of his chil- 
dren. But those who ignore or reject the 
precious sacrifice Christ made should not 



be surprised to find their cries unheeded, 
just as Christ did the day he was killed. 
The unhappy truth remains: sin separates 
man and God. 

"Jesus said, Tatner, forgive tnem, 
for they do not Know what they are 
doing/"— Luke 23:34 

The Roman soldiers were interlopers on 
the Judean landscape. What could they 
know, what could they understand about 
what was happening at the crucifixion? 
Pontius Pilate was Rome's representative, 



It was customary for those who were 

being executed to say, "May my death 

atone for all my sins." Yet Jesus said, 

"Father, forgive them" 




yet he knew something was amiss and 
didn't wish to be responsible for the death 
of an innocent man — especially this man. 
But the grunts — the blue-collar guys who 
let out their frustration when they whipped 
Jesus, mocked him, brutally suspended 
him from a cross and gambled for his gar- 
ment — who did they think Jesus was? 

And what about the Jews who partici- 
pated in the goings-on? Many of them had 
heralded him as the Messiah just a few days 
earlier. But they were expecting someone 
who would finally rid them of foreign 
occupation and re-establish the throne of 
David. That's what they had been taught to 



anticipate since they were children. Now 
here was their supposed hero — bound, 
beaten, defeated. Is it any wonder they 
stopped believing in him? Could people 
looking for a political saviour have even 
comprehended that God had somehow 
come to them in human flesh? 

The Romans and the Jews were bliss- 
fully unaware of the true significance of 
Jesus' death, but even in their ignorance, 
their deeds were sinful. It was customary 
for those who were being executed to say, 
"May my death atone for all my sins." Yet 
Jesus said, "Father, forgive them." What 
sin did the Son of God commit? 
He bore only the guilt he cloaked 
upon himself that day. His death 
was meant to atone for the sins of 
others, and first in line were those 
who actually pinned his naked 
body against the blackening sky. 

Still, there are more people who 
bear the guilt for this gruesome 
death. Blame everyone in whose 
place he died. Blame me. Blame 
yourself. As Paul quoted in Romans 
3:10, "There is no one righteous, 
not even one." In spite of this, hear 
the beautiful words of Colossians 
2:13-14: "He forgave us all our 
sins, having cancelled the charge 
of our legal indebtedness, which 
stood against us and condemned 
us; he has taken it away, nailing it 
to the cross." 

Perhaps Jesus' eyes, full of love, 
were able to see down through the 
generations, able to visualize every 
knee that would willingly bow 
before him, every heart that would 
rejoice at his forgiveness. And he 
laid hold of our "rap sheet" — our 
list of infractions — and nailed it 
to his cross. 

General Albert Orsborn 
wrote: 

Love upon a cross impaled, 
My contrite heart is drawn to thee; 
Are thine the hands my pride has nailed, 
And thine the sorrows borne for me? 
Are such the wounds my sin decrees? 

1 fall in shame upon my knees. 

Forgive! Forgive! I hear thee plead; 
And me forgive! I instant cry. 
For me thy wounds shall intercede, 
For me thy prayer shall make reply; 
I take the grace that flows from these, 
In saving faith, upon my knees. 
(SASB 122) 

Continued on page 28 
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Faith? 



documentary The Lost 
Tomb of Jesus alleges 
that'theTalpiotTomb 
(above) was Jesus' 
final resting place 



How should we react when new 
archeological discoveries challenge 
our understanding of Christ? 



14 



by Darlene Oakley 

The debate over whether or not 
Jesus was God's Son has cap- 
tivated people for two millen- 
nia. It seems that every year 
around Easter, more archeological "dis- 
coveries" are unearthed that challenge the 
traditional Christian view. It's an ongoing 
tension between scientific facts that can 
be witnessed and verified, and faith in a 
God who transcends human understand- 
ing and yet has chosen to reveal himself 
to us through his Son. 

The purpose of this article is to examine 
the relationship between fact and faith. At 
the heart of Christianity is faith: "Faith 
is being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see" (Hebrews 
11:1). Faith is having a relationship with 
God — whom we cannot see — through 
Christ, whom we also have not seen, but 
know through the stories passed down 
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in the Bible and the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives. 

In a world of scientific advances and 
forensic investigation, it is difficult for 
many people to take the Bible at face value. 
How can science prove a virgin birth, Jesus' 
miracles, the resurrection or the crucifixion 
for that matter? Some would argue the 
fact that Jesus' message of hope and peace 
that has spread throughout the world and 
changed lives is evidence he was who he 
claimed to be. Others dismiss the Church's 
teaching as delusion or even fanaticism. 

In the past, archeological findings 
have tended to corroborate our traditional 
understanding of the Bible. For example, 
ancient Egyptian writings have verified 
the Israelites' slavery in Egypt, Jericho's 
walls have been excavated and radiological 
dating has led to a scientific explanation 
of Noah's flood. But recent discoveries, 
such as the James Ossuary, the Gospels of 
Thomas and Judas, the Shroud of Turin, 
director James Cameron's documentary 



on The Lost Tomb oj Jesus, even fictional 
what-if scenarios such as Dan Brown's The 
DaVinei Code, have re-ignited the battle 
between fact and faith. 

What do we do when new evidence 
arises that challenges our views? Should we 
make room for those new views? Should 
we just shuffle them off as nonsense? 

I believe there is room for fact in faith. 
Archeological discoveries often support 
our beliefs but, where they do not, they 
should drive Christians back to the Bible 
for answers. Ultimately, no matter what the 
world says, nothing will change who Jesus 
is. Nothing will change the fact that our 
relationship with God is based on faith. 
But we owe it to ourselves to examine all 
aspects of these issues and, through prayer, 
Bible study and advice of Christian experts, 
make decisions for ourselves. 

In all this searching, it is important 
to note that modern archeology has pro- 
duced much fodder for non-Christians 
who long to disprove the Bible's authority 



and Christ's claim to divinity. Behind the 
headlines, there is often a secular agenda 
at work. 

Why are some people so anxious to 
disprove Scripture? Part of it is a drive 
for publicity, to be the first to debunk the 
"myth" of the Bible. But also, I think it's 
because faith sometimes seems irrational, 
and that frightens people. How logical is it 
for a woman to conceive a baby by a Spirit? 
How logical is it for that baby to grow into 
a miracle-worker whose life and teach- 
ings altered the course of history? 
How logical is it for a crucified 
man to come back to life? How 
logical is it that the Creator of the 
universe loved us so much that 
he wanted a relationship with us? 
That he would sacrifice his only 
Son to achieve this? How logical 
is it to trust our lives and future 
to someone whom we have never 
seen? 

If only we could find physical 
evidence or a scientific explana- 
tion we might be able to finally 
prove that Jesus is who he claimed 
to be, that he isn't just a "great 
teacher" or a "good man." Sadly, 
in the absence of such evidence, 
our default method is often to 



preach at unbelievers or shout them down. 
Church history is full of abuses where 
anyone challenging "traditional" views was 
deemed a heretic, exiled or worse. 

Whether or not recent archeological 
claims support the traditional Christian 
view, every mention of Jesus in the wider 
media gives us another opportunity to 
present him to the world as we see him. As 
we engage in dialogue around these topics, 
people will be watching us for evidence 
of God's goodness, love and faithfulness. 




• 



Archeology is notjustforstoney 
skeletons but for souls 




As Christians, the Bible urges: "Always 
be prepared to give an answer to every- 
one who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect, keeping a clear 
conscience" (1 Peter 3:15). 

Archeology is not just for stones and 
skeletons but for souls. Once people start 
digging through your soul for evidence of 
God, what will their conclusions be? Will 
they see you as a thriving, growing, loving 
person who makes people want to know 
about this faith relationship? Or 
will they see a stagnant, grumpy, 
negative person who pushes 
them away from a relationship 
with God? 

When people excavate my 
life I hope they will unearth 
love, joy, peace, patience, kind- 
ness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control — 
and know as an indisputable 
fact that these qualities are the 
result of my faith relationship 
with God. 



The James Ossuary purportedly 
held the bones of James, brother 
of Jesus. Some scholars argue 
that it is a modern forgery 




Since daybreak you've been busy helping 
your mother care for your siblings, gather 
wood for a fire, and carry water from a 
distant stream. 

It's your birthday - you're eight today. 

There will be no party or presents, but today 
is still special because today is Friday, and 
Fridays are always special. 

Then you hear it - quiet at first, but getting 
louder by the minute. Suddenly it appears 
over the distant hills. 



It's the MAF plane. Just like last week - just like always. 

Last Friday the plane carried a doctor. You had been sick for a 
long time and she gave you medicine that helped you feel better. 

You aren't sick today. 

Today the plane is bringing supplies 
for the construction of a new school 
- the first school your village has 
ever seen. 

It's your birthday and today is a good 
day, but tomorrow will be better... 

Because MAF is here. 

Every 3 minutes, somewhere in the world, an MAF pilot 

takes off or lands - bringing help, hope, and the Good News of 

Jesus Christ to those living in forgotten corners of the world. 

Help give the gift of flight in times of need. 

Complete the attached coupon, and include it with your your tax deductible donation today. 
You can also donate by visiting www.FlyingForLife.ca or by calling toll-free, 1-877-351-9344. 

Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada is a registered Canadian charity 
(registration number 12994 2561 RR0001) and is able to issue receipts for income tax purposes. 
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Life Link, MAF Canada's free regular newsletter 

□ Periodic updates on MAF's worldwide needs 

□ Information on hosting an MAF presentation at 
my church, small group, or service club 

□ Information on serving with MAF overseas 

Name (Title, First, Last) 
Address 



City 



Daytime Phone Email Address 

□ Please send me MAF's FREE DVD 
(toll-free) 1-877-351 -9344 

(online) www.FlyingForLife.ca 

mail to: 

Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada 

264 Woodlawn Rd. W. Guelph, ON Nl H 1 B6 
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Mission Aviation 
Fellowship of Canada 
is a member of the 
Canadian Council of 
Christian Charities. 
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Hands-On Faith 

Get beyond the sermon to bring 
young people's Easter to life 



by Clint Houlbrook, editor, SendTheFire.ca 



I met "Tiffany" when I was working as 
a youth pastor in Vancouver. She and 
her friends hung out at a commun- 
ity skate park in New Westminster, 
a suburb of the city. As I got to know 
Tiffany better, she shared some pictures 
she had taken for an art class. They were 
black and white photos of her suspended 
on a cross. 

For some, the idea may seem blas- 
phemous, but I was intrigued. Based 
on our conversations, I'm convinced 
Tiffany was attracted to the crucifixion 
image — the idea of Jesus, the God-man, 
who died so that others may live. It's as 
if her soul echoed the cry of the Apostle 
Paul in Philippians 3: 10: "I want to know 
Christ — yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection and participation in his suffer- 
ings, becoming like him in his death, and 
so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection 
from the dead." 

The mystery, wonder and awe behind 
the crucifixion and those musings by Paul 
made her want to engage with the Easter 
event, partake of it, experience it for her- 
self. Tying herself to a dirty wooden cross 
for an art class project was an attempt 
to connect to something beyond herself. 
She's not alone. "Experiential learning" 
has become a massive part of our cul- 
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ture right now, par- 
ticularly with young 
people. 

Schools are 
adapting to this 
change. Kids no 
longer just sit in 
the classroom and 
listen to lectures. 
Educators realize 
that young people 
have many differ- 
ent learning styles. 
Instead of just read- 
ing and listening, 
kids also need to 
interact and experi- 
ence things. An 
example of this new 
learning is a high- 
school class called 
Global Education, offered to Grade 1 1 
students in Vernon, B.C. More than just 
academics, they learn about life, society 
and how to work together. 

I met these students for the first time 
in the kitchen of The Salvation Army's 
House of Hope. It was their first day of 
"class" and they were there to serve lunch 
to the homeless. When they arrived at 
school earlier that day they discovered a 
bus outside waiting to drive them down- 
town to The Salvation Army, where they 
had to figure out a menu plan, approach 
businesses to donate the food, and prepare 
and serve the meal themselves. 

Inspired by the experience of serving 
others, the class also spent a night "living 
on the street" as a fundraiser for the local 
shelter and raised over $5,000. 1 spent the 
night with them. We walked the streets in 
small groups throughout the night, look- 
ing for people to whom we could offer a 
hot drink. There was even opportunity 
to pray with them. 

At the end of the semester, the entire 
class travelled to Nicaragua to help out 
at an orphanage. They learned through 
shared experiences — something they 
never could have done by sitting in a class- 
room listening to a lecture (or a sermon!). 
Imagine injecting Christlike activities into 



a high school course. What a witness! 

If the world these young people are 
living in is so interactive, how much more 
should the Church communicate God's 
story in an experiential way? This Easter 
season, do something different to engage 
young people in the story of the resur- 
rection. Allow them to enter in. Listen to 
the cry of their souls. Young people are 
longing for interactive experiences. Let's 
move from passive to active storytelling 
and get our young participants off the 
couch and up from the pew. 

Interactive Ideas for Easter 

1 . Set up your meeting space with the 
Stations of the Cross. Use actors, art- 
work, music or images to depict the 
scenes as people walk through the 
stations together. Afterward, you can 
reflect, share and pray together. 

2. Set up a prayer room with interactive 
stations. Have things for young 
people to see, touch, feel, taste and 
hear. For example, you could drive 
nails into a piece of wood, taste 

the bitter vinegar offered to Jesus 
or touch a crown of thorns. These 
objects can evoke a sense of what 
Christ went through on our behalf. 

3. Show the crucifixion and resurrec- 
tion footage from the Jesus film or The 
Passion of the Christ (warning: graphic 
violence) on a large screen, then give 
young people time for reflection, 
sharing and prayer. 

4. Take young people to a cemetery. 
Share a devotional about Christ's 
death on a cross, then reflect on the 
hope that we have (now and eter- 
nally) because of Christ's resurrection 
from the dead. 

5. Go out and bring life to others in your 
community by serving them. Serve 

a meal to people on the streets. Visit 
shut-ins or a nursing home to conduct 
an Easter meeting. Contact a chaplain 
and write anonymous letters to pris- 
oners who need encouragement. 

Visit www.SendTheFire.ca for more 
detailed ideas 
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Calvary Covenant 

Through his sacrificial death and resurrection, 
we can enter into a life-changing relationship with 

the risen Christ 

Commissioner William W. Francis, Territorial Commander 




Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday 
stand at the zenith 
of the Christian 
calendar. During these holiest 
of days, we remember, revere 
and rejoice over the mystery 
of Calvary and the garden 
tomb — the cross and the resur- 
rection. Comprehending the 
significance and implication of 
these history-changing events 
is a lifelong aspiration for every 
Christian. 

The Old Testament patri- 
arch, Abraham, provides the 
initial glimpse into the mys- 
tery of Calvary. Genesis 15 
records God's promise that 
his descendants would be 
numberless as the stars in the 
sky and that Abram, as he was 
then known, would possess 
the land God had given to him. 
When he requested assurance 
that the promise would be ful- 
filled, God made a covenant 
with him. 

God directed Abram to 
sacrifice various animals by 
cutting them in half, from top 
to bottom as was the ancient 
sacrificial custom. God then 
caused Abram to fall into a 
deep sleep, during which there 
appeared to him a smoking fire 
pot and a flaming torch. The 
fire pot represented God, and 
the torch the coming Messiah 
who, standing alone in the 
place of all mankind, would 
make the lasting covenant with 
God. Both the smoking pot 
and the torch passed between 
the cut pieces, confirming the 
permanent covenant made 
between God and humankind 
through the coming Messiah, 
Jesus Christ. 

The sacred covenant God 
made that day was also for all 
of Abram's descendants. God 



established his covenant with 
humanity, binding himself with 
his creation — his children — 
forever. As a confirming sign of 
his everlasting covenant, God 
gave Abram ("exalted father") 
a new name: Abraham ("father 
of many nations"). This was a 
covenant of grace for Abraham 
and for his spiritual chil- 
dren throughout history. As 
Christians adopted into the 
family of God, we too have 
become covenantal partners 



rificial death the holy veil in 
the Temple was slashed in 
two — from top to bottom, 
emphasizing its sacrificial 
root. The veil divided the holy 
place from the holy of holies. 
When the veil split, it signified 
the establishment of the new 
and long-awaited covenant. 
No longer was it necessary 
for the high priest to enter 
the holy of holies annually on 
Yom Kippur (the Jewish Day 
of Atonement). As the writer 




Abraham was 
willing to sacrifice 
his only son to seal 

the covenant 
with God 



with the God of creation. 

From God's covenant with 
Abraham, we journey 1,800 
years to Calvary where Jesus, 
God's Son, the promised 
Messiah, was crucified on a 
rough wooden cross, forever 
sealing the divine covenant. 
Matthew 27:51 tells us that 
at the moment of Christ's sac- 



of Hebrews explains: "When 
Christ came as high priest . . . 
he went through the greater 
and more perfect tabernacle 
that is not made with human 
hands .... He did not enter by 
means of the blood of goats 
and calves; but he entered the 
most holy place once for all by 
his own blood, having obtained 
eternal redemption. . . . For this 
reason Christ is the mediator 
of a new covenant . . . now that 
he has died as a ransom to set 
[us] free from the sins commit- 
ted under the first covenant" 
(Hebrews 9:11-15). 

According to ancient 
tradition, the final step in a 
covenant agreement was the 
"giving up" of the oldest male 
child, providing the outward 



appearance of sacrifice. In 
order to seal the covenant, 
the first-born son was given 
to the covenanted family as a 
gift-offering. In Genesis 22, we 
read how Abraham was willing 
to sacrifice his only son to seal 
the covenant with God. The 
writer of Hebrews describes 
the covenantal drama: "By faith 
Abraham, when God tested 
him, offered Isaac as a sacri- 
fice. He who had embraced 
the promises was about to sac- 
rifice his one and only son. . . . 
Abraham reasoned that God 
could even raise the dead, and 
so in a manner of speaking he 
did receive Isaac back from 
death" (Hebrews 11:17-19). 

Years later, Jesus carried 
wood on his back for his own 
sacrifice, as did Isaac centuries 
before him. The Lamb of God, 
the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, 
died on Calvary's cross as the 
faultless, supreme sacrifice. 
Three days later, he rose from 
the dead and became "the 
firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep .... For as in Adam 
all die, so in Christ all will be 
made alive" (1 Corinthians 
15:20,22). 

Martin Luther declared 
his fundamental maxim sola 
fide — "by faith alone." Faith 
is the gateway to experiencing 
the mystery and transforming 
power of Calvary. By faith 
alone we have the privilege 
of entering the joy-filled, life- 
changing and eternal coven- 
ant relationship with the risen 
Christ. 

Lo, a new creation dawning! 
Lo, I rise to life divine! 
In my soul an Easter morning; 
I am Christ's and Christ is mine. 
- attr Francis Bottome, 
SASB 520 

Hallelujah! 
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It's Not About Us 

Youth leaders from across North America meet to discuss 

mission priorities 



by Major David Ivany, Territorial Youth Secretary, THQ Corps Ministries 



Last October, div- 
isional and territor- 
ial youth secretaries 
from the five North 
American territories met in 
conference at The Salvation 
Army's Camp Hoblitzelle in 
Midlothian, Texas. The pur- 
pose of the gathering was to 
inform, inspire, encourage and 
connect those in youth and 
children's ministry who, while 
operating in their own unique 
contexts, could share enduring 
principles and strategies for the 
benefit of the Kingdom. 

It was a time to celebrate 
the body of Christ, while rec- 
ognizing our denominational 
distinctives and mission — a 
time to take stock and reflect 
on the source and strength of 
our calling. Although a specific 
focus for the conference had 
not been established, an appro- 
priate theme quickly evolved: 
"It's not about us." 

It is so tempting to make 
ministry about us — our efforts, 
our sacrifice, our joys. It's a 
mindset that comes easily in 
the context of our modern 
world, in which so many 
are preoccupied with their 
jobs, obsessed with material 
goods and fixated on the latest 
amusements. Selfless service 
and obedience have sadly 
become counter-cultural. 

The conference was kicked 
off by our own territorial lead- 
ers, Commissioners William 
and Marilyn Francis, who 
shared with deep conviction 
and passion the need to com- 
mit unashamedly to the Army's 
mission and to unreservedly 
declare the salvation message 
to the next generation with 
power. 

Other speakers included 
Commissioner M. Christine 
MacMillan, international direc- 
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tor for social justice, IHQ, who 
shared her vision of an Army 
reaching out to the world's vic- 
tims of injustice. Lieutenants 
Steve and Sharon Bussey, co- 
directors of the Railton School 
for Youth Worker Training in 
New York, reminded us of the 
Army's historical, primary mis- 
sion to children and youth in 
their presentation entitled "We 



team from the U.S.A. Eastern 
Territory and worship leader 
Marty Mikles and the group 
transMission from the U.S.A. 
Southern Territory. Both dem- 
onstrated a capacity to use arts 
in various form to communi- 
cate spiritual realities. Majors 
Robert and Donna Green, 
U.S.A. Eastern Territory, mod- 
elled grace in their roles of con- 



high-powered program. Young 
people, like all of us, need to 
have a genuine, thoughtful, 
heartfelt contact with the 
holy — with God. 

I came away from the con- 
ference challenged about the 
needs of our own territory. My 
prayer is that as we endeavour 
to make ministry to children 
and youth a priority — a task 



Young people, like all of us, need to have a genuine, 
thoughtful, heartfelt contact with the holy— with Cod 




Must Reclaim Them." Larry 
Acosta from the Urban Youth 
Workers Institute in California 
spoke of the need to develop 
leaders, especially within 
urban and ethnic ministries. 
Aaron White of 614 Corps, 
Vancouver, talked about 
the power of and absolute 
necessity for prayer, and Dr. 
Coffee Washington of Trinity 
International University, 
Chicago, discussed the essen- 
tial task of discipling university 
students. 

In addition to taking in 
various workshops, delegates 
benefited from the compe- 
tent, creative ministries of 
Carol Jaudes and her drama 



ference chaplains. 

A key takeaway from the 
conference was the aware- 
ness of the humbling and 
challenging call to minister 
to the next generation. Each 
delegate sensed strong solidar- 
ity in a shared commitment 
to youth and children's min- 
istry. More than once someone 
remarked that the best thing 
a youth worker can share 
with a young person is their 
personal holiness. Their love 
of God and concern for one 
another, marked by a life of 
sacrificial service, is something 
that will last longer than the 
latest seeker-sensitive service, 
cutting-edge technology or 



Territorial youth secretaries 
enjoy a light moment on stage 



that will require the very best 
of us — we will be conscious 
of more than just keeping the 
machine going and churning 
out young disciples, although 
that is a noble goal. I pray that 
we would diligently join God's 
Spirit in the journey of wel- 
come, embrace and inclusion, 
for the sake of the children. It's 
not about us! 

An authentic walk with 
Christ is foundational. As we 
seek him, he will direct our 
paths. He will sensitize us to 
the realities around us and 
equip us to be who he wants 
us to be. 




Like Mary, I stand at the tomb and weep — not because Jesus 
is missing but because he rose from the dead for me 

by Major Douglas Hefford, Officer Personnel Secretary, THQ Officer Personnel 



I have this beautiful image of Mary 
Magdalene, based on the story told 
in John 20: 1-10. She bursts into the 
room, takes a moment to catch her 
breath and says, "I ran here to tell you. 
They have taken Jesus out of the tomb 
and we do not know where they have laid 
him." Can you imagine the scene? 

It doesn't take long for Peter to dash 
to the tomb to see what is going on. Close 
on his heels is another disciple and Mary. 
Questions arise: Who has done this? What 
has happened? Where is Jesus now? 
Eventually Mary is left there on her own, 
crying. I wonder if, at that moment, Mary 
is feeling a loss of hope. 

I once read about a man who took a 
canoe trip on Lake Erie. He fell asleep in 
the boat and drifted into the rapids above 
Niagara Falls. He did not awaken until 
the current was sweeping his canoe to 
destruction. At a glance, he saw that his 
doom was inevitable. He did not touch 
the paddle, but simply folded his arms 
and was hurled to his death. Hope had 
died out of his heart. 

Christianity is full of hope because it 
centres on Jesus. Everyone who takes Jesus 
on board by faith lives life full of meaning 
and purpose. As an Easter people we have 
endless hope. We are "alive" in a new way. 
We are a transformed people, a redeemed 
people and his people. 

Author Rick Savage writes, "Christianity 
is a matter of living in an intimate, bonded 
relationship with Jesus. It's knowing him. 



It's loving him. It's living for him. It's being 
with him. It's being captivated by what you 
see in him. It's being connected to him. 
It's living, moving and having our being in 
him. It's something more wonderful than 
doing things for God. It's about living so 
close to him that he lives through you." 

Billy Vokey was a man like that. When 
my wife and I were stationed in Bishop's 
Falls, N.L., Billy would call me and ask 
if he could play his violin in one of our 

It's only when Mary 

returns that she notices 

the gardener who asks, 

'Woman, why are 

you crying?" 

meetings. He was a warm-hearted, gentle 
man — and when he played Yd Rather Have 
Jesus Than Silver or Gold, you knew he 
meant it. 

Whenever I was in Billy Vo key's pres- 
ence I knew God was nearby. He was never 
boastful, conceited or rude. He kept no 
score of wrong. He was always eager to do 
his best. His secret was really no secret — 
he just turned his face toward the Lord. 
He passed away years ago but I know he 
has gone to be with Jesus. For Billy Vokey, 



Jesus was a living reality. He often testified 
how the cross and the empty tomb made 
a difference in his life. 

When Mary first arrived at the tomb she 
couldn't believe her eyes. What had they 
done with Jesus? It's only when she returns 
that she notices the gardener who asks, 
"Woman, why are you crying?" Imagine 
her rejoicing when her eyes are opened 
and she discovers that this man is, in fact, 
Jesus. She returns to the disciples with the 
remarkable news: "I have seen the Lord!" 
(see John 20:11-18). 

After the resurrection, Jesus also met 
the disciple Peter face to face on the sea- 
shore to eat fish and bread (see John 21). 
On that day he asked Peter a question: 
"Simon, do you love me?" How would 
you answer that? What would you say? 
Peter remembers how the words of Jesus 
penetrated his heart when he denied the 
Lord three times. Yet Jesus looks upon 
him again with love. 

I thank the Lord for all the "Easter" 
people that have influenced my life. I read 
the Gospels, and, like Mary, I stand at the 
tomb and weep, not because he is missing 
but because I know he rose from the dead 
for me. Like Peter, I hear Jesus saying to 
me, "Come and dine." I meet with him 
in faith, face to face, and he tells me how 
much he loves me. This Easter look of 
love from Jesus floods my soul and, like 
Mary, I "run to tell you" that the tomb is 
empty. He lives, and he lives within my 
heart. 
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u My I£>rd and My God" 

Jesus' post-resurrection appearances did more than prove his power. 

They restored the disciples' faith 



by Major Wilf Brown Ratcl if fe, Corps Officer, Kingston Citadel, Ont. 



As I write this, I have just 
returned home from a 
memorial service for a 
22-year-old man. The aut- 
opsy showed that his body succumbed 
to pneumonia that had gone undetected 
until it was too late. He had just begun to 
blossom in the restored faith of his early 
teens, and we were hopeful for him and 
the new possibilities for his future. 

My faith affirms that resurrection life 
has begun for him, yet my heart needs 
an Easter morning. 1 also realize that a 
stark presentation of the theology of the 
resurrection and afterlife is not what his 
mother needs now — even though she has 
a personal faith in Christ. 

On the other hand, I'm not asking 
for a "warm fuzzy" sentiment found in a 
Hallmark sympathy card. Rather, I find my 
comfort in the candid biblical accounts 
of people who have struggled with life, 
death and resurrection. The "theology" 
of the resurrection, without a context, 
is sterile. To have power, our faith must 
come face to face with the earthly realities 
of daily existence. 

For this reason, I want to take a closer 
look at the Bibles resurrection narratives. 
I believe the Holy Spirit has something 
more to teach us through these stories. 
The written record is about people — how 
they were feeling, what was going on in 
their heart, how their relationship with 
Jesus was affected. 

In the Father's plan, the resurrected 
Christ appeared to his followers over the 
course of 40 days, hovering somewhere 
between time and eternity. During that 
period, writes Paul, "Jesus appeared to 
Cephas [that is, Peter] , and then to the 
Twelve. After that, he appeared to more 
than 500 of the brothers and sisters at the 
same time, most of whom are still living. . . . 
Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles, and last of all he appeared to me 
also" (1 Corinthians 15:5-8). 

Jesus could have risen, shown himself to 
the remaining disciples and been restored 
to the glory of his rightful place in Heaven 
before an hour was through. But God had 
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a greater purpose for the disciples during 
those 40 days than solely to establish the 
credibility of Jesus' resurrection. 

Jesus the Messiah is precious to me 
not just when I see him in the brilliance of 
his resurrected form, but also as he takes 
the time to interact with individuals in 
significant ways. While the transformation 
to a glorified body had taken place, in this 
Jesus was unchanged: people always came 
first. He had ministered to the broken, 
the fickle, the demented, prostitutes and 
other "sinners," the grieving, those whose 
hope had long since expired. He had even 
ventured to give time to proud self-serv- 
ing Pharisees. And whether we're honest 
enough to admit it or not, each of us fits 
somewhere on that list. 

At times of doubt, 

despondency, distress and 

fear, Jesus arrives quietly 

to instill confidence, to 

remind us that God's plan 

is still in effect 

Easter offers me hope in the swirl of 
life where I continue to strive for signifi- 
cance, because at times I can see myself 
reflected in the disciples — those with 
drained hopes, with doubts, those who 
have disappointed God. 

Easter is for those who have lost 
hope (Luke 24:13-35) 

The disciples journeying to Emmaus on 
resurrection Sunday harboured no bitter- 
ness in their hearts toward Jesus. They still 
believed in him as a great prophet. He was 
still the theme of their conversation. But 
they had lost all hope in his ability to do 
what they thought he was going to do. 

However noble Jesus was, however 
high and holy his ambition had been, he 
had been crucified, his body sealed in 



a tomb. He had failed in his mission to 
redeem Israel and with that failure their 
great hopes had come crashing to the 
ground. 

As the travellers talked together, how- 
ever, "Jesus himself drew near, and went 
with them" (Luke 24:15 KfV). Though 
unrecognized, the stranger in their midst 
was Jesus himself. In a natural way, he 
gently chided them for not recalling the 
scriptures of their youth, the activity of 
God through history and the prophecies 
about the Messiah. 

At times of doubt, despondency, dis- 
tress and fear, Jesus arrives quietly to instill 
confidence, to remind us that God's plan is 
still in effect. He may come unrecognized, 
we may not even be aware of his presence, 
but our hope is slowly reborn. Easter's 
message is hope for a dying marriage, hope 
that an adult child who's abandoned the 
faith of her youth can yet know Christ, 
hope that an addict can reclaim control of 
his life. All is not as it may appear because 
Jesus joins us in the journey 

Easter is for those who have 
doubts (John 20:24-31) 

Think of Thomas, poor man! For eternity 
he will be manacled to the suffix "The 
Doubter" — as if any of us would have been 
any better. I wonder if Thomas wasn't so 
much a skeptic as he was angry. Perhaps 
he didn't know how to channel his emo- 
tion. The professional counsellor tells us 
that anger is one of the stages of grief. 
Was Thomas exhibiting a lack of faith, or 
was he wading through the deep waters 
of his own sorrow? 

As with the others, he had invested 
everything in following Jesus. All his eggs 
had been confidently placed in this one 
basket. His hopes, his future, his ethos 
had been just as surely smashed as, with 
each hammer stroke, the spikes had been 
driven through the yielding flesh of his 
Master. Perhaps Thomas had been absent 
from the funeral reception in the Upper 
Room because he felt he couldn't be with 
them — he needed solitude. 

"We have seen the Lord!" the disciples 




declared exuberantly. Thomas' response 
had been almost mocking: "Unless I see 
the nail marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe" (John 
20:25). 

Flannery O'Connor, a Roman Catholic 
author who suffered from a debilitating 
case of lupus, wrote in a letter to a friend: 
"I think there is no suffering greater than 
what is caused by the doubts of those who 
want to believe. I know what this torment 
is, but I can only see it, in myself anyway, 
as the process by which faith is deepened. 
A faith that just accepts is a child's faith, 
and all right for children, but eventually 
you have to grow spiritually as every other 
way — some never do!" 

Whether or not you believe in the 
resurrection ultimately comes down to a 
matter of faith. But as thinking adults, our 
belief implies prior reasoning. We must 
not be afraid to explore our faith in depth 
and to realize that our probing does not 
mean that God loves us any less because 
we have doubts and struggles. 

The intervening week between Jesus' 
meetings with the disciples must have 
been spiritually excruciating for Thomas. 
When the Master finally stood smiling 
before him, the disciple's exclamation is 
not the reaction of one coerced to admit 
a fact he'd rather deny. Rather, Thomas' 
words overflow from the depths of his 
soul as he falls to his knees and embraces 



Jesus in worship and joy: "My Lord and 
my God!" (John 20:28). 

Jesus' words of this last beatitude 
are meant as much for you and I as for 
Thomas: "Because you have seen me, you 
have believed; blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed" (John 
20:29). 

Our doubts, unanswered prayers and 
challenging issues can be safely explored 
without condemnation. God is not afraid 
of our doubts and he can be trusted to 
draw us through them as a milestone on 
our journey to greater maturity. Easter can 
give us a re-invigorated faith. 

Easter is for those who have 
disappointed God (John 21) 

Let's take a closer look at the disciple Peter. 
I find the story in John 21 the most poign- 
ant and challenging of the post-resurrec- 
tion encounters, as Jesus meets on the 
beach with his fickle friend. 

For Peter, this conversation with 
Jesus was a pivotal point in his spirit- 
ual journey. Although he sat around the 
campfire with Jesus, his gaze was averted 
from the Master. His own words surely 
reverberated in his mind: "Even if all fall 
away on account of you, I never will" 
(Matthew 26:33). He remembers the 
sound of "I don't even know him!" echo- 
ing in the high priest's courtyard for the 
third time. Jesus had turned and looked 
at him. Peter had fled to hide his bitter 



sobs (see Luke 22:54-62). 
Only a few weeks later, 
this awkward but necessary 
exchange takes place where 
three times the question is 
presented by Jesus, "Peter, do 
you love me?" It's important 
to understand the nuances 
of this repeated question. In 
the Greek language, there are 
four words which we trans- 
late into English as "love." 
But the two words that are 
used here are agapao (self- 
sacrificing, self-giving love as 
celebrated in 1 Corinthians 
13) and phileo (love between 
friends). 

Twice, the Master asks the 
disciple, "Do you love (aga- 
pao) me?" In other words: 
"Peter, how deep is your love 
for me?" Twice, the response 
comes back, "Yes, Lord. You 
know that I love (phileo) 
you." In effect, "Lord, I love 
you like I do the rest of my 
friends." The third time, Jesus relents, and 
in his question, he chooses to use the word 
phileo: "Peter, are you even my friend?" 

I've often thought, How sad that Peters 
love didn't seem to measure up to what it 
should have been. Yet, perhaps it is signifi- 
cant to realize that Peter's bravado is now 
gone; he's stopped hiding his weakness 
from Jesus and the others. And while he's 
cringing inside, fearing the ultimate rejec- 
tion, the Holy Spirit is working a change 
in him. 

On the very shores where, three years 
earlier, a stranger from Galilee had invited 
Peter to "Follow me," Jesus stands and 
issues the same invitation. No dictionary 
in Greek or English could find the words 
to express Peter's elation. In effect, Jesus 
is saying: "Let's begin again ... the past is 
behind us . . . there is something more I 
need you to do." 

Easter is for those of us who have dis- 
appointed God. Whether we mangled 
opportunities he presented us with, har- 
boured secret sin or broke promises, Easter's 
message is about forgiveness and restora- 
tion. It is no surprise then, to read Peter's 
synopsis years after, "In his great mercy [God] 
has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead" (1 Peter 1:3). 

Whether our life journey takes us 
through moments of hopelessness, doubt 
or failure, we cannot encounter the risen 
Christ without being changed. 
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Getting People Back On 
Their Feet 



The Salvation Army's transitional 
employment program is in it for the long 
haul — be it six months or six years 



by Ken Ramstead, Associate Editor, Faith & Friends 



"If I don't get this job, I don't know who they're looking for," 
Reg Rambarran said to his wife when The Salvation Army 
interviewed him for the post of director of the fledgling transitional 
employment program. That was 20 years ago, and Reg is still 
there, doing the job he loves with a passion. 

Reg is uniquely qualified for the post. An emigrant from Guyana, 
he worked in numerous factory and office employment settings 
and was also the owner of his own business. He received an MA 
from Tyndale College, Toronto, and his intention was to go back 
into pastoral work until he applied for the post. 

Salvationist interviewed Reg at his office in Toronto. 



How long has the transi- 
tional employment program 
been in existence? 

Since May 1986. That's when 
I came on board with The 
Salvation Army. Prior to that, 
there was a sheltered work- 
shop, and individuals were 
being taken out periodically 
into the workforce. It was 
decided that a separate pro- 
gram was needed to work with 
individuals and support them 
directly in the marketplace. 
That decision marked the birth 



of the transitional employment 
program. 

What does the program con- 
sist of? 

We serve individuals with pro- 
longed and persistent mental 
health issues, issues that pre- 
vent them from obtaining and 
maintaining employment in 
the community. 

How are clients referred to 
the program? 

Clients are referred to us from 



Army workshops, community 
agencies, hospitals, psychia- 
trists, doctors, friends, family, 
one client telling another. 

Who is eligible? 

Clients must have a psychiatric 
limitation disability, some kind 
of a vocational barrier. They 
must be ready and willing to 
work and must be prepared to 
be actively engaged in looking 
for employment themselves. 
And they must be willing to 
follow simple instructions in 
terms of practising job inter- 
views and resume preparation. 
Appropriate individuals are 
then referred to employment 
opportunities as they become 
available. Our waiting list can 
be as long as a year. 

A lot depends on the per- 
son's flexibility. Some are very 
rigid and only want to do a cer- 
tain type of work. Obviously 
that limits their options. The 
more flexible they are to try dif- 
ferent opportunities, the more 



chance they have of entering 
the program. At the moment, 
we have 45 clients in the pro- 
gram and there are three full- 
time staff including myself. 

What kind of services does 
the program offer? 

We offer resume preparation, 
job placement and ongoing 
support and counselling. We 
help individuals identify their 
vocational strengths and bar- 
riers, then work with them on 
their vocational choices. 

Who hires your clients? 

The Bay, Tim Hortons, the 
YMCA and Sobeys, to give 
some examples. We have also 
had clients move on to a law 
firm, various manufacturing 
companies, Shoppers Drug 
Mart, two restaurants and some 
Salvation Army facilities. 

It must have taken a while 
to drum up such a wide 
network. 






J Reg | R a m b a r r a nTl Tig h t , with 

Snlbenefit 

rogram 






22 SALVftONISTl 



larch 2008 



It takes a long time to cul- 
tivate relationships with 
employers. There's still a 
stigma associated with mental 
illness and, although it is get- 
ting better, there's still some 
hesitation. 

Special arrangements are 
also sometimes required for 
successful employment. As 
staff, we have to advocate for 
those accommodations, then 
train the individuals on the 
jobsite, as well as provide 
ongoing support and mon- 
itoring. If there is a problem 
on the jobsite, employers will 
call us and we'll deal with the 
situation. 

For example, a job might 
start at 7:30 a.m., but our 
client has a hard time being 
at work that early. I might say 
to the employer, "For the first 
several weeks, can we start an 
hour later, then work our way 
back?" Other accommodations 
might concern doctor appoint- 
ments where the client would 
need time off in the middle of 
the day. 

Do you still encounter 
resistance from employers ? 
How do you respond? 

I remind them that our clients 
are willing, dependable and 
hard-working. In time, their 
performance will be up to par 
if given the chance. 

That must be gratifying. 

Extremely gratifying, and very 
humbling because it takes a 
lot of work, much of it behind 
the scenes. It's not nine-to- 
five (laughs). Yesterday, for 
example, I was talking with 
two clients on the telephone 
until 8 p.m., finding out how 
things were, what issues they 
were having, troubleshooting 
with them. Often, we'll meet 
with clients on weekends. 

We see this as a ministry 
and, over the years, I've been 
blessed with staff who have 
shared that vision. It makes a 
world of difference. Our staff 
go well beyond the call of duty 
and don't expect anything in 
return. 



What is the success rate of 
the program? 

Success in our terms is defined 
differently. Success means 
that the individuals are not 
re-admitted to the hospitals, 
and they are doing something 
meaningful, whether it's full- 
time, part-time or casual 
employment. They're making a 
positive contribution to society 
Of the 45 clients on our roll 
at the moment, 38 are actively 
engaged in some form of paid 
employment. 

Are there any comparable 
programs in the rest of the 
territory or is this unique? 

It's unique program because we 
offer a lot of options. We don't 
just place a client and abandon 
them. We give them support 
for as long as necessary — some 
six months, some 12 years. 

We've discharged cli- 
ents, then two or three years 
later their employers contact 
us because situations have 
developed and they want us to 
intervene, otherwise the client 
would lose his job. 

So they get taken back into 
the system. 

Absolutely. 

Your job never ends. It must 
be wonderful for clients to 
know that there is someone 
out there looking after them. 

That's the beauty of the pro- 
gram. If something happens 
to them six years down the 
road and they lose their 
job — and it has happened — 
they're not flushed out into 
the cold. They can call some- 
one. And that's something 
I'm personally so thankful 
for, that The Salvation Army 
has permitted and accom- 
modated this. 

It's an amazing ministry. 
We're serving individuals who 
are often neglected, who are 
often not understood in the 
community We're able to offer 
hope and support so they can 
regain some control in their 
lives and get back on their feet 
again. 
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If you think you Ye paying too much 

for your auto, home, boat or 

recreational vehicles, and you are a member 

or employee of the Salvation Army you may 

qualify for special rates through our 

Evangelical Group Insurance Plan. 

We also have special 
packages for Officers. 

For a quote please contact us at 

1-800-240-5283 

or visit our website at 
www. deeksinsurance. ca 
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Church membership has its rewards. 
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Living in a Fantasy World 

Are books like The Golden Compass a dangerous influence on our children? 

by Major Kathie Chiu 

Corps Officer and Executive Director of The Caring Place Ministries, Mountain View Community Church, Maple Ridge, B.C. 



I have solved crimes with budding 
sleuths Thomas and Charlotte Pitt in 
the drawing rooms of 19th-century 
England. I have travelled with ama- 
teur archeologist Amelia Peabody Emerson 
to unlock the secrets of the Pharaoh's 
tomb. I have disappeared through the 
wardrobe with Narnia's children. And I 
admit to being swept away on a broom- 
stick for the occasional quidditch match. 
Perhaps my most daring trip was with 
Frodo Baggins to cast the one ring into 
the fires of Mount Doom. 

If you haven't guessed already I'm a 
fan of fantasy fiction and mystery novels. 
I regularly immerse myself in the realm 
of make believe. Every day in my job as 
a frontline Salvation Army officer, I hear 
real-life stories of tragedy and abuse. I 
listen as people tell of addiction, prostitu- 
tion, rape and other horrors. When I go 
home I try to leave it all behind. I don't 
want to watch a tearjerker movie or read 
a depressing novel. I figure, with all the 
tragedy in the world, why make myself 
cry on purpose? 

My son, Nathan, likes fantasy as well. 
One of his first fantasy books was The 
Spiderwick Chronicles by Holly Black and 
Toni Di Terlizzi (a movie based on the 
novels was released in February). These 
stories of the Grace children and their 
adventures in the fairy realm captivated 
Nathan's imagination and started him read- 
ing at an early age. 

Some parents, however, are con- 
cerned that fantasy and Christianity don't 
go together. Aside from C.S. Lewis' The 
Chronicles ofNarnia and J.R.R. Tolkien's The 
Lord of the Rings, some Christians feel that 
books about magic and wizardry are dan- 
gerous influences on children. Harry Potter 
books were the first to stir up controversy. 
Last year, Christians were outraged at the 
release of The Golden Compass, the first 
movie in His Dark Materials, a fantasy ser- 
ies by avowed atheist Philip Pullman. In 
Pullman's allegorical work, God does not 
exist and the Church — represented by the 
Magisterium — is evil. Some have seen the 
books as a direct rebuttal to C.S. Lewis' 
Christian writings. 

I recently spoke to a Christian mother 
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who was concerned that her son's Grade 5 
teacher was reading The Golden Compass 
aloud to the class. What should she do? 
I suggested she take the opportunity to 
read the book herself and discuss it with 
her son. In so doing, she could guide him 
through the potential pitfalls, share her 
own beliefs, and then let him decide for 
himself. Often we think that if we teach 
children the Bible they will automatically 
follow its commands. But we are much 
more effective when we apply those bib- 
lical principles and let them see God at 
work in our lives. 

I also suggested to the concerned 
mother that she approach her son's teacher 
and propose that she read The Chronicles of 
Narnia to the kids next, to present another 
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viewpoint. Consider it an opportunity to 
discuss different belief systems, freedom 
of religion and respect for other faiths. 
Tell the teacher that it would be a great 
tool to help the children develop their 
"critical thinking" skills. Then offer to 
volunteer in the classroom. Who knows? 
By capitalizing on their love for literature, 
this parent may be able to introduce her 
son's classmates to the gospel message for 
the first time. 

Of course, each situation is different, 



and any learning opportunities must 
always be age appropriate. But where pos- 
sible let's teach our children to think for 
themselves and recognize what is pure, 
noble and worthy. With God's help, we 
can encourage them to make safe, healthy 
choices. 

How to Engage Your Kids 

• Take time to read the things that your 
children are reading. Sit down together 
and discuss the material. Help them think 
critically about what they are reading. 

• Monitor what your kids watch on TV. 
Depictions of violence and mature 
relationships can negatively impact younger 
viewers. Even programs on "family channels" 
aren't always appropriate. 




A scene from The Golden Compass: Do 
Pullman's novels promote atheism? 



Look for opportunities to discuss current 
events. Give kids the chance to express 
what they're learning in Sunday school 
in light of issues such as poverty or the 
environment. 

Pray with and for your children that God 
will show them the right information and 
help them to understand things in light of 
his love for them and for the world. 



Your overwhelming 
response to this new 
initiative is impacting 
thousands of lives in 
developing countries 



by Major Gillian Brown 

Associate Director of World Missions 
THQ Business Administration 



Gifts ofi 




Hope will give us courage in the 
darkest night, faith and love 
will make the heavy burden 
light" (SASB 755). These two 
lines of a familiar song by General Albert 
Orsborn offer the best descrip- 
tion of the Canada and Bermuda 
Territory's Gifts of Hope program, 
our first international ethical giv- 
ing project. Through the gener- 
ous giving of Salvationists and 
friends across the territory, our 
partners in the developing world 
face 2008 with fresh courage. 

Gifts of Hope was launched in 
October 2007 as a pilot project 
to raise funds for four specific 
global concerns. Our world mis- 
sions office at THQ is part of The 
Salvation Army's worldwide team 
working to alleviate poverty in 
developing countries. Unlike 
other organizations, the Army 
is involved at a grassroots level in 
113 countries, providing us with 
the unique privilege to partner 
with colleagues, empower our 
own people in their own situa- 
tions and give support to those 
that need it most. 



Tanzania and Malawi are among the 
poorest countries in the world. With 
many living on less than $ 1 a day, there 
are few options available for rural families 
to become self-supporting. More than 380 
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Making a Difference 

This year, four "gifts" were avail- 
able for individuals, families or 
groups to purchase for their Christmas gift 
exchange. The lack of safe, clean water is a 
significant problem in many regions, with 
only 15 percent of the world having the 
luxury of water on tap. Your generous sup- 
port will enable us to dig a well in Liberia 
making safe drinking water accessible to 
more than 1,500 villagers. 




The old understanding of "it takes a 
village to raise a child" has come under 
enormous strain with the HIV/AIDS pan- 
demic of the past two decades. On the 
African continent, more than 1.1 million 
children have been orphaned 
by HIV/AIDS. Thank you for 
purchasing 44 kids' club packs 
and ensuring that thousands of 
children who have suffered more 
than their share of loss will have 
their psycho-social, emotional 
and practical needs met. 

The bush ambulance is a 
Salvation Army invention of 
which we are particularly proud. 
Our community-based health 
volunteers can now provide 
transportation to those need- 
ing medical help from isolated 
rural villages. Your generosity 
has enabled us to provide more 
than a dozen bush ambulances 
in Malawi and to commence a 
similar program in Tanzania. 



A new bush ambulance is received in Malawi 



goats were purchased through Gifts of 
Hope, and with the infrastructure in place 
in both of these countries, families will 
be receiving goats through the goat-bank 
program. The generous giving of Canadian 
and Bermudian Salvationists and friends of 
The Salvation Army is making a difference 
in the lives of more than 300 families! 



Looking Ahead 

God has indeed been working 
in surprising and generous ways 
and plans are already underway 
to run the Gifts of Hope program 
again for Christmas 2008. We 
trust we can count on your con- 
tinued support. 
We want to thank readers of Salvationist 
as well as the many other donors who 
took the time to participate in this new 
initiative. Thank you for contributing 
more than $41,000 to Gifts of Hope in 
2007 and making a difference in the lives 
of the most needy and vulnerable of the 
world. 
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In recent years hundreds of Salvationists from across the territory 
have gathered in Kitchener and Jackson's Point, Ont, under the banner 
of SAROOTS, to share in the challenge of mission and renewal. The 
conversation continues as Salvationists still seek God's direction 
for his Army in this new millennium. Event organizers appreciate all 
who have contributed in past years but have decided there will be 
no SAROOTS weekend in 2008.Territorial leaders are grateful to the 
SAROOTS leadership team and all who have shared in these events 
for the contribution made to mission and renewal in the Canada and 
BermudaTerritory. 




Founded in 1935 
by Rev Maynard James, 

The Flame 

is a quarterly holiness 

magazine in the Wesleyan 

tradition (Editor: Major 

Norman Armistead) 

To subscribe, 
send $13 (CDN) to: 

Carol Manley, 
Subscription Secretary 

59 Parkstone Ave. 

Bridgwater, Somerset, 

United Kingdom TA6 6DN 



§ Looking for small 
group resources? 

Check out our small group Bible 
''studies examining a number of 
the Canada & Bermuda 
Territory's position statements at 
www.salvationarmyethics.org. 



EthicsCentre 

447 Webb Place ♦ Winnipeg, MB R3B 2P2 
204.957.2412 ♦ Ethics_Centre@can.salvationarmy.org 



The Salvation Army Canada and Bermuda 

Symposium ?008 

S J Moving forward, together. ^™ \^ \^V_y 

October 30 - November 2 

Salvationists continue to engage in conversation to discover God's 
design for a mission-driven Salvation Army. Watch for further details 



GAZETTE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Change in designation 

KenyaTty to become Kenya EastTty with head- 
quarters in Nairobi and Kenya West Tty with 
headquarters in Kakamega; Mozambique Region 
of Southern Af ricaTty to become Mozambique 
Command; Angola to become Angola Command; 
Congo (Kinshasa) and AngolaTty to become 
Congo (Kinshasa)Tty 
Appointments/promotions 
ComrVinece Chigariro,TC, Zimbabwe Tty; 
Comrs William/Nancy Roberts.TC andTPWM, 
Kenya West Tty; Comr Hezekiel Anzeze.TC, 
Kenya EastTty; Lt-Cols James/Janice Condon, 
CS andTSWM, Australia EasternTty; Lt-Cols 
Donald/Ann Copple, CS andTSWM, Canada 
and BermudaTty; Lt-ColsTorben/Deise Eliasen, 
OC and CPWM, Mozambique Command; Lt-Cols 
Kenneth/Jolene Hodder, CS and territorial 
leader of women's ministries, Kenya EastTty; 
Lt-Col Geanette Seymour, senior policy ana- 
lyst/intern program co-ordinator, International 
Social Justice Commission, IHQ (NewYork); 
Lt-Cols Alfred/Mary Ward, CS and TSWM, 
BrazilTty; Lt-Col Ann Woodall, IS for business 
administration, IHQ, with rank of commissioner; 
Lt-Cols Ambroise/Alphonsine Zola, OC and 
CPWM, Angola Command; Mjrs Bislon/Melody 
Hanunka, CS andTSWM, ZambiaTty, with rank 
of It-colonel; Mjrs Gerrit/Eva Marseille, CS and 
TSWM, Congo (Brazzaville)Tty, with rank of 



It-colonel; Mjrs Henry/Catherine Nyaga, CS and 
TSWM, Kenya WestTty, with rank of It-colonel; 
Mjrs Celestin-Pepe/Veronique Pululu, GS and 
CSWM, Mozambique Command; Mjrs Johan/ 
Maria van Vliet, CS andTSWM, Papua New 
GuineaTty, with rank of It-colonel; Mjrs John/ 
DoritaWainwright.TC andTPWM, ZambiaTty, 
with rank of colonel 
TERRITORIAL 
Appointments 

Cpts Derrick/Grace Gullage, executive direc- 
tor and chaplain, Grace Manor, Ottawa, Ont. 
CE Div; Comr Donald Kerr, interim DC, Ont. 
CE Div; Mjr Sharon McDonough, chaplain 
(pro tern), William Booth Special Care Home, 
Regina, Prairie & NorthernTtys Div 
Long service — 25 years 
Mjr AlonzoTwyne 
Reinforcement personnel 
Eric/Rachael Olson, Solingen Corps, Germany 
and LithuaniaTty 
Reinforcement addresses 
Eric/Rachael Olson, Florastrasse 9-11, 42651 
Solingen, Germany 
Retirements 

Cols Glen/Eleanor Shepherd, out of Winnipeg 
Citadel. Last appointments, CS andTSWM, 
THQ; Mjr Doreen Speakman, out of Fort Erie, 
Ont. Last appointment: chaplain, Meighen 
Health Centre.Toronto, Ont. CE Div 
Promoted to Glory 
Cpt John Shaler, from Cambridge, Ont., 



Dec 8; Mrs. Brg Dorothy Dark, from Kingston, 
Ont, Dec 25; Mjr George King, from Edmonton, 
Jan 2; Mrs. Mjr Mildred Smith, from Calgary, 
Jan 8; Mjr Gladys Moore, from Hamilton, 
Ont, Jan 9 

CALENDAR 

Commissioners William and Marilyn Francis 

Feb 24-Mar 2 International Doctrine Council, 
Washington, D.C., U.S.A.*; Mar 3 historical 
society meeting, THQ; Mar 7-10 visitto N.L.W 
Div and 100th anniversary, Dover, N.L.; Mar 20-24 
MexicoTty; Mar 29-31 CFOT; Apr 1-2 disciple- 
ship forum, Pendel Div, U.S.A. EasternTty; Apr 
3 captains' institute, JPCC; Apr 7 Hamilton 
area volunteer appreciation evening, Ont. GL 
Div; Apr 8-10 distance learning consultation, 
WCBC*; Apr 9 Guelph, Ont, 55 plus club; Apr 
13 single/single again life enrichment retreat, 
JPCC; Apr 18-20 120th anniversary, St. John's 
Citadel, N.L.; Apr 26-27 WCBC graduation 
*ComrWilliam Francis only 
Lt-Colonels Donald and Ann Copple 
Mar 21-23 Labrador City/Wabush, N.L.; Apr 
25-26 WCBC board of trustees*; Apr 28-May 
1 Mobilize 2008, Calgary* 
*Lt-Col Donald Copple only 
General and Mrs. Bramwell H.Tillsley (Rtd) 
Apr 25-27 Rockford, III., U.S.A. CentralTty 
Canadian Staff Band 
Mar 14-24 Mexico 
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TRIBUTE 

GANDER, N.L.— Born in Seal Cove, Fortune Bay, N.L., 
in 1945, Colonel Roy G. W. Bungay was commissioned 
n 1965 as a member of the Proclaimers of the Faith 
* Session. Following marriage to his wife, Joy, in 1966, 
they served together in corps ministries and on training 
college staff, as well as in various divisional, territorial 
and international capacities. Early in their officership, Roy and Joy 
acknowledged a lifelong call to reinforcement service in the developing 
world and subsequently served in Singapore and Malaysia, South Africa 
and Papua New Guinea, where they were territorial leaders. A strategic 
thinker by nature, Roy played a significant role in facilitating change 
within the Army at home and abroad and intentionally inspired many 
other Salvation Army leaders toward spiritual disciplines. Along with 
a large circle of friends and fellow officers, he is deeply missed and 
remembered by his wife, Joy; sons Captain Rodney (Paulette), Roger 
(Mary) and Raymond (Sheila); five grandchildren; parents Ken and 
Elsie and eight siblings. 

BURNABY, B.C.— David "Douglas" and 
Thelma Wagner were promoted to Glory 
within days of each other.Thelma was born in 
Toronto in 1934, the youngest child of Arthur 
and Rebecca Parlane. She moved with her 
family to Mission, B.C., at the age of 13. As 
a young woman, she met her future husband, 
Doug, at her work place. They were married 
in 1955. In addition to her love for family, she 
\ * ^^^^B also enjoyed gardening, especially roses. 

Doug was born in 1933 into a well-known Salvation Army family and 
was involved in various Army activities during his formative years. He 
loved music and was a member of the Vancouver Reservist Band, con- 
tinuing to play with this group until illness prevented him from doing so 
in recent months. Doug andThelma were faithful members of Cariboo 
HillTemple.They are survived by son, Doug, Jr. (Teresa), and daughter, 
Linda (John) Hockersmith, and their families. Doug is also survived by 
a sister, Sharon, andThelma by a sister, Agnes. 

CAMBRIDGE, Ont. — As a young woman and soldier 
at Hespeler Corps in the 1950s, Mary Strong (nee 

Harvey) attended youth group, prayer meetings, Bible 
study and fireside meetings. She also delivered War 
Crys in the taverns, taught Sunday school and attended 
home league. Always eager to share her testimony, Mary 
lived for God and was a dedicated Salvationist. Known 
for her vocal solos in Army meetings and family gatherings, Mary 
loved to play her tambourine and, in later years, her Hawaiian guitar. 
Her greatest interest was in Bible study; in her lifetime she copied the 
entire Bible by hand three times. Although suffering with ill health in 
recent years, those who visited with her came away blessed by her spirit 
and faithfulness. Mary is greatly missed by daughters Linda, April and 
Laura; son, Max; brother, Robert; sisters Violet, Major Hilda and Alice; 
brother-in-law, Frank; sisters-in-law Edith, Florence, Mary and Irene; 
and seven grandchildren. 

BM BURNABY, B.C.— Ernest Allan Hoe was born into a 
I longstanding Army family in London, Ont. In his early 
I 20s, Ernie married Faith, a Salvation Army officer/nurse. 
I Their marriage lasted over 50 years until Faith's passing 
n two years ago. Moving to British Columbia in the 1950s, 
a they became members of VancouverTemple and, upon 
A relocation, Cariboo Hill Temple. Faith became known 
for her practical ministry and spiritual encouragement and was the 
nurse at Camp Sunrise for many years. While Ernie had a wide variety 
of interests, he particularly enjoyed music, serving as a songster and 
as singing company leader. A bandsman for 67 years, his faithful and 
consistent service was an inspiration to many. Ernie is survived by three 
daughters, Jacqueline (Peter)Thompson, Catherine Hoe Harwood and 
Pam Hoe; sisters Lil Richardson and Hilda (Rob) Knighton; brother, 
Edgar (Rhoda), and many more family members. 





HALIFAX — A faithful officer since 1951, Major Evangeline 
Croft dedicated her whole life toThe Salvation Army. 
Commissioned as a member of the Ambassadors Session, 
corps appointments took her to Bermuda, the Maritimes 
and Ontario. She also ministered with community and 
family services, women's social services and correctional 
services and served for a year as home officer at the 
Toronto training college. Retiring in 1991, Evangeline remained active 
at both Fairview Citadel and Halifax Citadel Community Church, where 
she was a member of the home league. She is survived by her sister, 
Velma (John) Crabb; brothers Trueman (Laura) and Gelvin (Marie); 
sisters-in-law Nina and Lois; brother-in-law, Norman Ervnowitz; great- 
niece, Carla Mansfield; several nieces and nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews. 



ACADEMIC DEAN 



and Gather 



William and Catherine Booth College 
invites applications, nominations and 
PI Ie expressions of interest for the position 

D 00 til Col lege of Academic Dean (Chief Academic 
Officer) effective July 1, 2008. 

Booth College is in the process of 
repositioning itself as a Christian university college. To accomplish 
this, the college will develop new programs in the liberal arts and 
sciences on its Winnipeg campus. In addition, through its Extended 
Learning Network, Booth College is playing an increasing role in the 
development of leadership for The Salvation Army internationally, 
especially in developing countries. 

William and Catherine Booth College operates under the auspices 
of The Salvation Army. The ethos of the college is shaped by The 
Salvation Army's commitment to the historic Christian faith and its 
deep involvement in service to the community. 

Responsibilities: 

• lead the development, implementation, viability and assessment 
of the academic programs of Booth College in accordance with the 
college's mission and strategic plan. This includes responsibility for 
repositioning it as a Christian university college by increasing its 
liberal arts and science program profile. 

• the recruitment and development of the college's faculty, including 
the encouragement of faculty research. 

• reports to the president and serves as a member of the senior 
management team. 

The successful applicant will possess the following qualifications: 

• a Ph.D. in a discipline relevant to the growing curriculum of the 
college, demonstrated success teaching undergraduates, experience 
in academic administration and a passion for undergraduate 
education. 

• the ability to provide visionary leadership and to manage the day- 
to-day operations of the college's academic program. 

•the ability to cultivate relationships with other colleges and 
universities. 

• beliefs and a lifestyle compatible with the college's mission and 
identity. 

We encourage all qualified persons to apply in confidence; however, 
due to federal immigration requirements, Canadians and permanent 
residents of Canada will be given priority. Consideration of applications 
will commence in March 2008 and continue until the position is 
filled. Please submit a letter of introduction, a curriculum vitae and 
the names of three referees to Dr. Donald Burke, President, Booth 
College, 447 Webb Place, Winnipeg MB R3B 2P2. 

For more information go to www.boothcollege.ca or contact Dr. 
Donald Burke at dburke@boothcollege.ca; phone: 204-924-4868. 
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Continued from page 13 

When, in moments of meditation, I truly internalize what 
Jesus had to go through in order that the Father might forgive 
me, I realize that I want to live better. How can I just accept his 
forgiveness and go about my business? No, my heart compels me 
to accept his forgiveness and, in humility and gratitude, go about 
his business. I don't only lay my life before him because I owe 
him. I lay it before him because I adore him. As the old chorus 
says, "O how I love Jesus . . . because he first loved me." 



"Jesus answered him, 
with me in Paradise.' " 



'Truly ! te! 

—Luke 23:43 



you, today you will be 



This simple, beautiful promise provides Christians with hope 
and cause for speculation. Amidst the indescribable misery of the 
crucifixion scene comes this glorious phrase, dripping with joy! 

In these few words, the dying thief is given the forgiveness he 
needs. His life can end in spiritual peace. The initial benefactor 
of the new covenant, he is the first person to be cleansed by the 
perfect blood of the sacrificial Lamb of God. And we don't even 
know his name. 

How typical of Jesus that the first one to know the power 
of his blood would be a nobody — a criminal in his hour of 
execution. No one could have been in a lowlier, more desperate 
position. This was the type of person for whom Jesus had come 
in the first place. 

There is some mystery in this statement, of course. Jesus does 
not say, "Today you will be with me in Heaven." We have been 
taught that the moment we die, we go to "Heaven," which in 
Greek is ouranos. But this is different from what Jesus promised 
the thief on the cross in Luke 23:43. He said to him, "Today you 
will be with me in paradeisos" — Paradise. 

In John 14, Jesus speaks about preparing a place in ouranos 
for his followers. However, this is a location where Jesus has 
promised to take us after his second coming. He does not promise 
a direct transference to ouranos upon mortal death. Could it be 
that John Wesley was right when he surmised that Paradise is 
"the porch of Heaven" — the temporary home for departed saints 
(Christians) until the time of the final resurrection? I don't think 
anyone can answer that question definitively. But one thing we 
do know for sure: the thief was promised that he would be with 
Jesus. And this is the same hope that is ours. As Paul assures 
us, when we leave our bodies we will be with the Lord (see 2 
Corinthians 5:8). 

So as we find ourselves at the foot of the cross, ears attentive 
to each painfully articulated syllable from the lips of Christ, he 
provides us with reason to rejoice. This hideous death means 
there will be life. This pungent sorrow will be swallowed up by 
everlasting bliss. Though our eyes are on the cross, the words of 
Christ beckon us to look beyond it, to see the rays of Resurrection 
Day dawning. The words of Scripture can be heard in the distance 
as a faint whisper, approaching, growing louder: "Death has been 
swallowed up in victory. 'Where, O death, is your victory? Where, 
O death, is your sting?' " (1 Corinthians 15:54-55). 

Inclining ourselves, bending to hear what Christ will say, we 
become aware of our personal involvement in the crucifixion. We 
step into the scene and find ourselves as important characters. 
It was our sin as well as that of our ancient ancestors that nailed 
Jesus to a tree. And it is our hope, as well as theirs, that we will 
live with him. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
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Advancing the 
Mission 

The Salvation Army exists to share the 
love of Jesus Christ, meet human needs 
and be a transforming influence in the 
communities of our world. 

Salvationist needs pictures and stories 
of howThe Salvation Army is living its 
mission and values in your community. 
Send to Salvationist, 2 Overlea Blvd, 
Toronto ON M4H 1 P4 or e-mail us at 
salvationist@can.salvationarmy.org. 



Visit the Holy Land in 2008 

October 22 - November 5 

15 days of an Incredible Journey 

Majors Woody and Sharon Hale have hosted 11 tours to the 

Holy Land and now invite you to share in the next pilgrimage. 

Highlights will include: 

• Cruise on Sea of Galilee • Bethlehem 

• Jerusalem • Eilat • Masada • Dead Sea 

• Mount Sinai in Egypt • Petra in Jordan 

Visit our website at www.creativeventures.ca and read 
• 26 testimonials from our 2007 tour 
• full details of our October 2008 tour 

Or contact us at wshale@sympatico.ca, 905-440-4378 
or 138 Huntington Cres, Courtice ON L1E3C5 
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Ceaseless Service 

New York Staff Band 

Released to mark the band's 120th anni- 
versary in 2007, this CD celebrates the 
contributions of a wide array of composers 
who have been associated with the group 
throughout its long history More than just 
a historic reflection, it is an up-to-date listening experience that 
will encourage and inspire the listener. Tracks include Heralds 
of Victory (Holz), Ceaseless Service (Ditmer), My Comfort and 
Strength (Bowen), Star Lake 70 (Bulla), Tis So Sweet (Burgmayer) 
and Variations on Maccabeus (Norbury). $24.95 

Praise His Name 

International Staff Songsters 

The music chosen for this CD is full of 
praise and exuberance, but also comfort 
and assurance. There are biblical psalms 
and contemporary hymns, invigorating 
and reflective songs and texts that are per- 
sonal and challenging. Selections include 
Be Still, A Jubilant Song, One Life to Live, Praise His Holy Name!, 
He Sought Me, My Treasure, Singin' in the Heavenly Choir, This Day 
and Lord, Keep Us Safe. $27.95 

Life Abundant 

Philip Cobb with Cory Band, U.K. 

Although still a young man, Salvationist 

Philip Cobb is already building himself an 

enviable reputation as one of the leading 

cornet soloists in the United Kingdom. 

He is accompanied by Cory Band from 

South Wales, widely respected as one of 

the top brass bands in the world, conducted for this recording 

by Philip's father, International Staff Bandmaster Stephen Cobb. 

Tracks include Trumpet Call, Someone Cares, Wondrous Day, Healing 

Waters, Virtuosity and Life Abundant. $29.95 
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American Anthology 

Enfield Citadel Band, U.K. 

American Anthology profiles four leading 

American composers who have written 

significant, quality works for Salvation 

Army brass bands over the years — William 

Himes, Bruce Broughton, Stephen Bulla 

and James Curnow Selected titles include Cause for Celebration, 

Journey Into Peace, Covenant, The Firing Line, New York 90, Images 

for Brass, A Psalm of Praise and Guardian of Our Way. $29.95 



We Feel Like Praisin' Him 

U.S.A. Eastern Territorial 
Songsters 

From their first presentation at the Old 
Orchard Beach camp meetings in 2005, 
this group has been a joyful addition to the 
heartbeat of the U.S.A. Eastern Territory 
Under the leadership of Songster Leader 






William Rollins, the group has worked diligently to present music 
representing many styles and cultures. Included are I Feel Like 
Praisin Him, Grace, My Life Must Be Christ's Broken Bread, The 
Body of the Lord, All Your Anxiety, The Majesty and Glory of Your 
Name and Hallelujah from HandeVs Messiah: A Soulful Celebration. 
$24.95 

Eternus 

Greater New York Youth Band and 
Chorus, U.S.A. 

This CD features two groups whose youth- 
ful spirit and enthusiasm are reflected 
in the wide variety of music presented. 
Selections include Temple Visions, 
Fverlasting, Deliverance, We Are Not Ashamed, I Surrender, We 
Fall Down, In the Love of Jesus, Call of the Righteous, Closer Still, 
Cantad ajehova, Prepare, Brillante, Lord of the Harvest and The 
Name. $24.95 




For these and other great products visit Salvation Army.ca/store 




You've Got the Passion, Now Get the Tools.. 

PIONEER CLUBS— REAL MINISTRY THAT HELPS CHILDREN GROW IN GOD'S LOVE 

Join the increasing number of Salvation Army Churches 
using Pioneer Clubs! 

Begin a Pioneer Clubs® weekly 
ministry program and see kids 
DIG into God's Word and 
DISCOVER how they can 
apply it to their lives. 



Contact us today to learn 

how Pioneer Clubs helps transform lives! 





PIONEER CLUBS® p ' oneer P ro 9 ram ' NEW! Exploring progam • Discovery program 



Visit www.pioneerclubs.org/go/salvation • 800.694.CLUB (2582) 




The Canadian Staff Band 
39th Anniversary Festival 

Spirit of the West 

Saturday, May 31 
7:30 p.m. 

Scarborough Citadel 
2021 Lawrence Ave. E, Toronto 

Featuring the 

U.S.A. Western 

Territorial Band 

(Bandmaster Neil Smith) 

More information to follow 
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Spiritual Life 




Colonel Eleanor 

Shepherd answers 

your questions 



Following God's example 

Does God discriminate 
between people the way 
human beings do? 

The short answer is no, God 
does not discriminate between 
people. However, this question 
does raise another interesting 
point for discussion: Since we 
are made in God's image and 
discrimination seems to come 
so naturally to us, what is there 
about God that prevents him 
from doing so? Discrimination 
is often based on fear and fail- 
ure to understand the culture 



of another person. God knows 
everything about all cultures 
and thus is able to understand 
the underlying motives of why 
people do what they do. He 
knows all about our cultural 
assumptions — what it is that lies 
behind our fears of one another 
and of him. Two motivators that 
cannot co-exist are fear and love. 
The Bible teaches us that God 
is love. If that is the case, God 
will never be motivated by fear. 
Knowing this about God helps 
us understand how we can 
overcome our tendency to dis- 



criminate against one another. 
We can ask God to give us a 
love that enables us to confront 
our fear of those who are differ- 
ent. This in turn will help us 
understand other people and 
cultures so that, like our heav- 
enly Father, we can live without 
practising discrimination in our 
daily lives. 

Send your questions to 
Colonel Eleanor Shepherd, do 
Salvationist, 2 Overlea Blvd, 
Toronto ON M4H 1P4, or by 
e-mail to Salvationist@can. 
salvationarmy. org 
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Prayer Diary 2008 



March 1-7 

Living the Vision: We envision a territory of 
integrated mission 

1 Pray that we will minister to the deepest 
needs of our society, overcoming hurdles 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

2 Pray that we will develop a mission without 
borders that is marked by flexibility 

3 Pray that our mission will exemplify the 
all-embracing redemptive gospel that 
transforms lives and communities 

4 Pray that ministry units will learn to exercise 
community capacity development 

5 Thank God for the healing and wholeness 
ministries that are springing up throughout 
the territory 

6 Pray that ministry units will become places of 
soul care and social care that are welcoming 
to all 

7 Pray that members of all ministry units will 
fully participate in saving souls, growing 
saints and serving suffering humanity 

March 8-14 

Focus on World Missions 

8 Pray that hostilities will cease in Sri Lanka so 
that our reconstruction work can continue 
to meet the needs of those still impacted 
by the 2004 tsunami 

9 Pray for our project team on the ground 
in Sri Lanka — 52 people including two 
expatriates and 50 nationals who are 
successfully implementing our project 

10 Thank God for the HIV/AIDS integrated 
project now in development in Tanzania, 
Malawi and Kenya 

1 1 Pray for Cpts (Dr.) Paul and Pedrina Thistle 
at Howard Hospital, Zimbabwe 

12 Thank God for Mjr (Dr.) Dawn Howse 
and her work at Tshelanyemba Hospital, 
Zimbabwe 
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13 Pray for the 2,669 children worldwide 
who are supported by our territory's child 
sponsorship program 

14 Pray for the 2008 Partners in Mission 
Appeal as we continue to raise funds for the 
international work of The Salvation Army 

March 15-21 

Focus on Ontario Great Lakes Division 

15 Pray for the Laotian Corps in Hamilton and 
their officers, Lts Phoungern and Oudaovanh 
Sombounkhanh. Pray for the new people 
who are coming, especially the Burmese 
family, and a second congregation that has 
started 

16 Pray that God will place a hedge of protection 
around corps officers and their families so 
he can use them to reach out to the lost, 
the least and the lowest 

1 7 Pray for social-services centres, their executive 
directors and staff. Ask the Lord for future 
sustainability and relevant programming 
that will present the love of God 

18 Pray for renewed interest in personal 
evangelism and discipleship throughout 
the division 

19 Pray for the divisional mission team travelling 
to Haiti in May, that God will prepare the 
way for their ministry 

20 Pray for Nathanael Homewood, divisional 
youth ministries co-ordinator, as well 
as youth workers and young people 
throughout the division. Pray that they 
will be instrumental in reaching other young 
people for Christ 

21 Pray for those attending Easter events and 
worship services, that many will see the 
risen Lord through eyes of faith and choose 
to follow him 

March 22-28 

Focus on the International Salvation Army: 

Caribbean Territory 

22 Pray for officers who have received new 
appointments, particularly those who need 



visas for travel in between countries, that 
these will be processed quickly 

23 Pray for the upcoming finance training 
conference 

24 Pray for the developing mission in French 
Guiana 

25 Pray for ongoing challenges and opportunities 
in Haiti, particularly in the areas of medicine 
and education 

26 Pray for the work with the blind and visually 
impaired in Jamaica and the Bahamas, 
thinking especially of Canadian officers Cpts 
Mark and Barbara Stanley at the School for 
the Blind in Kingston, Jamaica 

27 Pray for the children in Salvation Army 
children's homes in Jamaica, Suriname, Haiti 
and Antigua 

28 Pray for the cadets as they prepare for their 
commissioning 

March 29-31 

Focus on Emergency Disaster Services 

29 Pray for strength and protection, both 
physical and spiritual, for those who serve 
in difficult and violent surroundings 

30 Pray that God will continue to raise up 
officers and lay Salvationists to embrace 
the ministry of emergency disaster services 
across the territory 

31 Thank God that Salvation Army emergency 
disaster services has an extremely high profile 
in North American emergency response 
circles. Pray that God will give physical, 
emotional and spiritual strength and the 
practical resources needed to measure up 
to the confidence that our nations have 
placed in us to respond effectively when 
disaster strikes 

The 2008 Prayer Diary is available online 
at Salvationist.ca. To receive your copy by 
e-mail, contact Major Gail Winsor, spiritual 
life and prayer co-ordinator, at gail_winsor@ 
can. salvationarmy. org 



My Perspective 



Pastoral Visitation 
Pays Spiritual Dividends 

Offering the right word at the right time can reap heavenly rewards 



by Major Ron Trickett 



In retirement, Major Trickett has found a 
new ministry oj visitation in the Vancouver 
area. At the end oj last year, he took time to 
write about his experiences. 

God is good. It never ceases 
to amaze me how much 
the Army's ministry is 
appreciated. During 
the past year I have had the oppor- 
tunity to share the love of Christ 
through various hospital and home 
visits. Let me share with you some 
highlights. 

Memories Triggered 

I remember one day when a spiritual 
care worker called from a local nurs- 
ing home. One of the residents, Bob, 
had been there for nearly three years 
and had not communicated verbally 
with the staff or his family for most 
of that time. When asked if there 
was any church connection, Bob's 
wife, Jean, explained that they last 
attended The Salvation Army in the 
late 1970s. She then had a thought. 
Bob had so enjoyed going to the 
Army. Would there be any chance 
of contacting Captain Trickett, the 
corps officer at the time, to ask if he 
could visit Bob in his Salvation Army 
uniform? It might be just the thing 
to bring him out of his shell. As it 
turned out, I was that corps officer 
and now happened to be living in 
Vancouver in retirement. The nurs- 
ing home worker (a former Army 
officer) contacted me and I went to 
the home to spend time with Bob. 

At first, there was no response. 
But after repeatedly reminding him 
of our former association, his eyes 
began to glitter. Finally, I said, "Bob, 
do you remember when my wife and I used 
to visit you and your family?" 

"Yes, I remember," he replied faintly. 

Diane, the care worker, said this was 
the most response they had seen from Bob 
in the past three years. I continued to talk 



with him and share the gospel message, 
and I'm certain he accepted Christ that 
day. Jean was delighted when I phoned 
her with the news and I've since heard that 
Bob is gradually responding more. 

On another occasion, through com- 

She knew she was dying . . . 

before I left she prayed and 

accepted Jesus as her Saviour 




munity and family services, I received a 
call from a home-care nurse regarding a 
93-year-old woman who wanted to talk to 
someone from The Salvation Army about 
spiritual matters. During my visit, she 
indicated that she left her own church over 



various concerns and felt the only one she 
could trust was The Salvation Army. She 
knew she was dying and felt she had to 
talk to someone about her standing with 
God. I shared with her about new life in 
Christ and before I left she prayed and 
accepted Jesus as her Saviour. 

Intensive Care 

There are many stories I could tell 
of my hospital visits, but here are 
two that stand out. I received a call 
from a chaplain that a woman from 
out of town was with her husband 
who was on life support follow- 
ing a serious operation. She had 
belonged to The Salvation Army 
in Newfoundland and, though she 
had not been attending church in 
recent years, would appreciate a 
visit from someone in the Army. 
We had a wonderful conversation 
and I sat with her for almost five 
hours until her husband drew his 
last breath. 

Another hospital visit reassured 
me of the witness of the uniform. 
While waiting to see someone in 
the trauma unit, I noticed a family 
in distress. The woman asked if I 
could visit her husband and I gladly 
agreed. Apparently he had tried to 
end his life with a gunshot to the 
head but had survived and was now 
on life support. Naturally, his wife 
and family were devastated and 
needed someone to help. While 
sharing with them, I discovered 
they had been married at the old 
Grandview Corps in Vancouver. 
That is why, on seeing the uniform, 
she approached me for help. Don't 
let anyone tell you the uniform is 
outdated. 

As Salvationists, we often take 
for granted the open door that is ours to 
intervene in moments of crisis that are 
an inevitable part of life. Thankfully, God 
can still use us to touch people's lives and 
draw them closer to him in their time of 
need. 
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Imagine she 
is your child 

How committed would you be to 
her safety? The Salvation Army is 
dedicated to the protection of the 
thousands of children and youth 
entrusted to our care. 

Did you know that every officer, 
employee and volunteer who works 
with children and youth through an 
Army program must complete an 
Application for Working with Children 
and Youth, agree to a police records . 
check, view the Unveiling the Realities 
of Child Abuse training DVD and 
be cleared through the office of the 
territorial abuse advisor? It may seem 
like a lot of effort, but isn't it worth it? 

H 

For information on what this means 
for your local children and youth 
programs, visit www.salvationist.ca, 
contact your divisional headquarters i 
or e-mail Nancy Turley, territorial 
abuse advisor, at nancy_turley@carr 
salvationarmy.org. 
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